





Copyright, 1920, by The Sunday School Times Co, 


Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 








Published weekly na on Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, July 31, 1920 


Vol, Sixty-two, No 31 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 424 





Lesson for August I5 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 





Shall We Pray for Temporal Things? ............+000: 414 

DR MEE cosncacasctacsbescdabosecesrcbeunessoosanes 414 
Answering Your Prophecy Questions. By Dean Wil- 

Ps, IEEE, sbsn.ép90005005600000409600.0990005000008 415 
ee NEE TEED Sisdi gic ccnss cdcewcccccpencoccdscesocteens 416 
The Pacific Grove Conference ......ccccccacccccsccccccccses 416 
The Jew and the Newspaper. By Thomas M. Chalmers .. 417 
MORNE ROOD TENURE. 6 ocr ecsotececsectesdscacssevesveres 418-421 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Paul Rader ... 422 
SS TE RD o.nnn0400dbsdencereesdcoeseouorerencescsseve 422 
PRE, SON, BURT crc ccdccccescccvecdisveccegpesceccesesce 423 
For Family Worship ......ccccccccccccccccccccccccvccccsccce + 424 

w 


Lesson Calendar 


Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 


1. July 4.—David in Camp and Court.1 Samuel 17:1 to 18:9 
2. July 11.—Jonathan Befriends David ......... 1 Samuel 20 
3. July 18—David Spares Saul’s Life ......... 1 Samuel 26 
4. July 25.—David Succeeds Saul as King 


2 Samuel 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5 
. August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6: 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 
6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David 
2 Samuel 8:15; 9: 1-13 
7. August 15.—The Sins and Serrows of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 :1-15 
8. August 22—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 
9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 
10. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66 
11. September 12.—The Glory of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 10 : 1-13, 23-25 
12. Septémber 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Temperance 
EMOGOED  cvccdccnwrbecsanvesacesecs Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29-35 








HY not spare yourself uncertainty and guess 

work, and simply make it your habit to write 

frequently at least letters of inquiry to good adver- 

tisers about whose wares you would like. to know 

more? Very many are evidently doing this with the 

advertisers whose names appear in The Sunday 
School Times. 




















His Lapse of Memory 


By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


E NEEDS must study David’s sin 
And Peter’s fall, both written in 
The Book of Truth for us to know ; 
But God forgot them long ago. 
I bear his image ; may I be 
Blest with his lapse of memory. 


When He, all-holy, looketh on, 
The stain of Rahab’s sin is gone, 
Nor dims, in rising like a wraith, 
The scarlet cordage of her faith 
Which wrote her once-defiled name 
In Hebrews, inv the Hall of Fame. 


Some day, when still it is not yet 
Too soon for frailty to forget, 

May we see but-the broidered dress 
Of the all-perfect Righteousness 

In all the saints that thus have been 
A gazing stock to warn of sin. 


Some day, with all its perfect powers, 
Shall not the mind of Christ be ours? 
And he remembers not for aye 

My sin which he has put away. 

I bear his image ; may I be 

Blest with his lapse of memory. 








“Come Now” 


Have we sufficiently penetrated the meaning of 
that wonderful “come” in Isaiah’s prophecy ‘that 
invites the sinner to whiteness? The snow even is 
tinged with color beside the whiteness that God 
‘offers to the sinner. And as one has said, “the 
dyestuffs of sin are not fast colors with God. If 


we insist on sinning, choose it by preference, we 


shall have the scarlet. But when we respond to the 


‘come now’ of Jehovah, then his touch creates a 
whiteness like the whiteness of snow.” Have we as 
teachers made this shining truth, this dazzling fact 
of Christ’s redemption, crystal clear to those under 
our care? To what _sin-stained soul have you said 
“Corae now” since God has given you yet another 
day of service for him? 


a 


Holy Restlessness 


Resting in the Lord is not to be confused with 
spiritual laziness which acquiesces in evil situations 
that ought to be changed. A Christian man whose 
wife was concerned over his pious acceptance of 
every circumstance of life explained to a minister 
that he believed in taking things as from the hand 
of the Lord and resting it all in Him. “But a lot 
of things are from the hand of Satan,” was the 
rather blunt reply, “and the Lord wants us to bestir 
ourselves ae faith that will get things changed. Our 
‘resting in the Lord’ is often just downright un- 
belief.” Every prayer should be in the spirit of “if 
it be thy will,” but these words are frequently only 
a loop-hole for our unbelief to justify itself when 
things we pray for do not happen. While there are 
matters in which we cannot at once be sure of God’s 
will, there are many matters in which we should find 
his definite will and claim the answer by faith. There 
are other matters in which we know his revealed 
will, and in these we should take no rest till God’s 
triumph is completed in the changing of wrong situ- 
ations. One who is really resfing in the Lord has, 
along with his undisturbed spirit, a holy restlessness 
against everything contrary to God’s will. 


=< 
God’s Price-Fixing 


It is worth more than can be expressed in com- 
mercial terms to know the price at which God values 
things. And though his price-fixing is in many cases 
an open secret, there are surprisingly few taking 
advantage of the information. A remarkable in- 
Stance is the matter of women’s costly apparel, gold 
and jewels. These human measures of value are 


discussed by Paui in First Timothy 2:9, and by 
Peter in the third chapter of his first letter, At the 
conclusion of his comment, Peter opens a little win- 
dow into heaven and reveals one of its price secrets: 
“Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning 
of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, 
or putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hiddea 
man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of 
. —_ and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God 
of erent price” (1 Peter 3:3, 4). How “great” is not 
but evidently jewels and gold and costly appared 
are small, very small, in comparison; indeed there is ne 
comparison, But what a revolution in values do those 
five words make, “in the sight of God”! What a 
crash in the stock markets of earth will there be when 
the veil is drawn aside and the tapes are measured in 
the sight of God! And what a priceless privilege 
is ours now in this life to measure all things as “in 
the sight of God”! 
oe” 


A Modern Gideon’s Fleece 


God often honors a faith-filled prayer for a sign 
of his will. Gideon asked for two, and we have the 
same God as he had. A Christian mother in a New 
York town was sick unto death. She knew that te 
die was gain, but she wished, if it were God’s will, 
to live for the sake of her children. After long and 
earnest prayer that God would spare her life for this 
purpose, she turned to the Word of God, and asked 
God if he would not give her a sign that he had 
answered. Her eye fell upon the words, “Ye are of 
more value than many sparrows” (Luke 12:7), and 
after thanking God for that word of comfort, which 
she interpreted to mean that her life was precious 
for a longer time on earth, she asked for a confirma- 
tion of that conviction, Then turning her weary 
head upon the pillow of her sick bed, she saw just 
outside her window a sparrow. “Beautiful ; won- 
derful!” she cried, and a moment or two later a flock 
of sparrows fluttered about her window, as if the 
Lord were saying, “These are the many sparrows 
that you were just reading about!” And as the Spirit 
of God clothed himself with Gideon and wrought a 
miracle, so did he with this sign-asking and sign- 
believing Christian mother, who recovered from her 
illness, led one of her older children to Christ, and 
had her whole life filled anew with fruitful service. 


As We Went to the Far East’. 


MISSIONARY and an American business 

man —a representative of one of the greatest 

corporations in the world— were sitting to- 
gether in the smoking room of the “Empress of 
Russia” as she sped on toward the Land of the Ris- 
ing Sun. It was long past midnight; not until 
after two in the morning did they say good- night to 
each other. And they had been talking about the 
Atonement. “We’ll get him yet,” said the mission- 
ary to a friend the next day. When they do, that 
business man will represent a greater corporation 
than the mammoth human enterprise that he serves 
to-day. 

Earlier the same evening a fancy dress ball had 
centered the interest of most of the “Russia’s” pas- 
sengers. Dancing and rollicking and drinking had 
gone ‘on apace — while God longed to have “all 
men” there as throughout the whole world see and 
believe the Atonement of his Son in their behalf. 

What a miniature world an ocean steamer is! 
All sorts and conditions of folk are here, high and 
low, simple and sophisticated. A former Premier 
of France is one of the passengers; others are a 
famous “movie” actress, officials of different world 
governments, Mr. Hoste, Director of the China In- 
land Mission, Dr. Kelman, of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of New York, ambitious young 
Americans representing great secular enterprises, 
school girls returning from American schools ‘to 





1This is the first of the letters from the Editor, sharing 
with The Sunday School Times Family some of the ex- 
periences of the journey to missionary conferences in Japan, 
Korea, and China. It is written “At Sea, R. M.S. ‘Em 
press of Russia,’ June 12, 1920.’ 


their families in China and Japan, and a goodly 
number of Christian missionaries. 

You can take your choice here as everywhere. In 
a corner of the dining saloon, every afternoon, you'll 
find a little group of earnest men and women gath- 


ered around Dr, Griffith Thomas as he carries them. 


through the Epistle to the Colossians. Just outside 
the same doorway, both afternoon and evening, 
dancing goes on in full swing to the music of a 
skilled Filipino band. Sunday brings no cessation 
to the dancing, card playing, and deck games: all 
days are alike to those who will have it so. And 
week-days, too, bring no cessation to the bless- 
ings of fellowship with God, Bible study, and 
—_— seasons of prayer, to those who will have 
this. 

A cultured Chinese gentleman and Confucian 
scholar, speaking perfect English, was chatting in 
the lounge with a group of American and British 
fellow-passengers. Cosenin that one of these was 
in Christian work, the Confucian scholar rather 
bluntly but courteously asked him how he explained 
the Trinity, especially the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit. “I don’t try to,” was the reply; “it is 
declared in the Bible, which I believe to be the 
Word of God, and so I accept it, but I don’t un- 
derstand it.” 

“You take it by faith?” said the Chinese. 

“Exactly,” was the reply, “by faith.” 

“T cannot do that,” said the other, “I must under- 
stand with my _ intelligence.” 

And then another in the group quietly said: “You 
see, the Christian message is to sinners, those who 
are in need; it offers an atonement for sin, some- 
thing that Confucius never offered. Where’ Con- 
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fucianism ends, Christianity begins. And only 
those who have a sense of need can understand 
Christianity.” But the proud Confucian scholar 
knows no need. Will you pray that God may give 
him this? 

A Pacific liner is very different from an_ Atlantic 
boat in its atmosphere and personnel. The Ori- 
ental greets one at every turn. High class Chinese 
gentlemen and ladies are among the passengers; 
and of course the entire serving work of the boat 
is done by Chinese. And such service as those 
tireless, ready workers give! It seems like a dream 
after leaving servantless America! You need but 
to look in the direction of a Chinese waiter in the 
dining saloon, or of your cabin boy, or library 
steward, and instantly he is all alert to discover 
what you wish and then to do it. The impassivity 


of the Chinese countenance is misleadi at first, 
—it seems unresponsive; nothing could farther 
from the fact. These “boys,” whether twenty 


years old or fifty, seem to live to serve: they leap 
forward to render service; they never grow tired; 
they are never reluctant;..they watch you to antici- 
pate your needs before yotf speak; and withal they 
are grateful for a smile or a nod, and the still, 
inscrutable face relaxes into warm. responsiveness 
when an opportunity is given. It is an incarnated 
sidelight on our Lord’s word, “I am in the midst 
of you as he that serveth.” 

And it is so refreshing to be on _a ship with 
Christian officers. Staff Captain Holland some- 
times asks one or two friends to take tea with him, 
in his own cabin; and he opened his heart to Mrs. 
Trumbull and myself one afternoon as we sat there 
with him alone but for the silent Chinese servant 
who went and came in watchful attention, the “pad, 
pad” of whose soft slippers on, the floor was the 
only sign of his presence. “I <feet all kinds of peo- 
ple on this steamer,” said the Captain; “and often 
they ask me questions about the Christian life or 
points of belief that I can’t answer. I don’t live on 
land, and I have no opportunity of ge posted 
on lots of those things. But I tell them that I 
believe the Bible, every word of it, from cover to 
cover, and there I stand. That’s enough for me; 
I don’t need to know anything else.” And one’s 
heart warmed at this simple, true testimony to God’s 
perfect and all-sufficient Word. It is enough. 

The Captain had been asked about his routine 
for that day,—it was Sunday,—and he had de- 
tailed it for us, from the time of rising, on through 
the day’s duties, not omitting to say at one point, 
“And then I had a time of Bible study here in my 
cabin.” God bless such seafaring men! 

We dropped in. on the ship’s surgeon, Dr. *Whit- 
taker, our first day out, to see if he could furnish 
some medicine that had been left behind in Van- 
couver. He had it; and when he learned that the 
applicant was connected with The Sunday School 
Times he would accept nothing for the service — 
for he is a member of The Sunday School Times 
family. His wife, living at Vancouver, sends him 
her copies of . the paper to read, and he sometimes 
passes them on to passengers after he is through 
with them. Mrs. Whittaker had made _ herself 
known to us at one of the meetings held by the 
Vancouver Bible Training School the day before 
our ship sailed. 

And so God. has been surrounding us with jour- 
neying blessings, rare new Christian friends, and 
unspeakably precious answers to prayer, in these 
first three weeks of our journey. It. is hard to 
realize that our long awaited, eagerly prayed-for 
Far East trip is actually under way. But it is; 
and these three weeks since leaving Philadelphia, 
May 21, have been so filled with new and unex- 
pected experiences that the start seems more like 
three months ago. May I run back over some of 
its now unforgettable memories? 

There was that last day in The Sunday School 
Times office, Friday, May 21. 
last things to be done; and packed with the love 
and fellowship and tireless, unselfish helpfulness of 
the Times’ co-workers. At one o'clock that day 
the entire force of some sixty persons gathered to- 
gether in the business offices where the Monday 
prayer-meetings are held, and gave the Editor a 
memorable good-bye. They let him tell them 
what he thought of them, too! It is one of the 
precious memories of a lifetime. 

Chicago was the first stopping place, on Sunday, 
and_ the great meetings in the Moody Tabernacle, 
as the Victorious Life and Missionary Conference 
commenced that day, made a fitting beginning of 
the journey’s experiences. Prayers were there 
offered, by the thousands assembled, for God’s bless- 
ing upon this mission. 

Across the continent we were carried, through 
the rich Mississippi farming country, on to the 
desolate Bad Lands of the Dakotas, and then past 
the glorious snow peaks of the Rockies, until we 
were in the new land of the Northwest and Seat- 
tle’s amazingly beautiful views of Puget Sound and 
majestic Mount Rainier. But the natural beauties 
of Seattle were surpassed by the spiritual surprises 


of the Victorious Life Conference that had been 
prayed ‘into blessing by the faithful intercessors 
there. Never have I seen a city conference that 
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It was packed with - 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“Trust ye in Jehovah for ever; for 


in Jehovah, even Jehovah, is an ever- 
lasting rock” (Isa. 26 : 4). 
Do you believe? 




















exceeded this in spiritual responsiveness, eagerness 
for blessing, and numbers attending. For six days 
the meetings continued with increasing blessing; 
and touching evidences were seen of lives yielded 
eae reer in Christ appropriated by simple faith 
in Him, 

At an after meeting one day, following a session 
when “surrender” had been the theme, a_ white- 
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Haired man arose and spoke somewhat as follows: 
“I am a Civil War veteran, a soldier, and it isn’t 
easy for me—a soldier—to surrender. I have 
been saved for many years. And I have been hold- 
in street meetings to reach the unsaved.” He 
stopped, his eyes filled with tears, and he could not 
go on.’ No one knew what his testimony was going 
to be. Then he recovered control of his voice, as 
he quietly continued: “I saw for the first time this 
afternoon that my street meetings hawe been my 
idol. And now I have surrendered this idol.” He 
said no more; there was no need, as his tears of joy 
flowed freely nqgw; and many*a heart praised God 
that the hitherto unconscious barrier of pride in 
Christian service had been swept from between this 
disciple and his Lord. 

Will you ask God to work mightily and prevail- 
ingly in the lives of both hearers and speakers on 
this mission where human strength is only a bar- 
rier, and where Christ alone can meet the needs of 
his disciples? 





Shall We Pray for Teniporal Things? 


Does God answer prayer for temporal things? If 
one should pray for happiness,—for instance, a life 


companion, —do you think it would be answered? Does 
Matthew 7 :7-12— the passage about asking and receiv- 
ing — mean spiritual and temporal blessings?—A South 
Carolina Reader. 


“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you” 
(John 15:7). This is the direct answer of our Lord 
to the question whether we may pray for temporal 
things. This verse is very strong, and one translator 
has put it: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, demand as your due that which ye will, and it 
shall be created for you.” 

It is often suggested that. the condition of a 
Christian’s asking is a very stringent one, namely, 
that we are to abide in him and his words are to 
abide in us. This indeed is a stringent ‘condition, 
but it behooves us to look not at the stringency of 
it, but the blessedness of it. What a tragedy would 
it be if we could ask and receive what we desired 
when we are not abiding in the Lord Jesus! 

James gives the sécret for much unanswered prayer 
for temporal blessings. First he remarks, “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.” And this gives the secret 
for not receiving many temporal blessings as well 
as spiritual blessings. While there are things which 
will happen whether we pray or not, there are other 
things that God will not do unless we ask him to do 
them. But, James continues, “Ye ask, and receive 
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in 
your pleasures. Ye adulteresses, know ye not that 
the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Who- 
soever therefore would be a friend of the world 
maketh himself an enemy of God.” That is to say 
if we are not abiding in Christ and desiring all 
things for his glory, we are really in friendship with 
the world and desiring things for our own pleasure, 
ona, this is spiritual adultery, lack of faithfulness to 

od. 

This does not mean that if we abide in the Lord 
he does not give us pleasure and joy and happi- 
ness, for he does, But as we abide in the Lord it 
is possible for us to desire only the things that are for 


‘his glory, for then we understand that only such 


things will be for our own good. 

In the passage mentioned in Matthew 7: 7-12, our 
Lord says: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?” In Luke 11:13 we read, “If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your 








Remarkable discoveries have recently tended to change 
the status of old questions in controversy between evangel- 
ical Christianity and modern natural science. 


Some of these discoveries demand a reconsideration of 
the long accepted teachings of geology. How many mil- 
lions of years has life existed on our planet? Theology, 
in trying to adjust itself to generall-: accepted geology, : 
shifted into several plausible theories about the age of the 
earth, the long existence of life, and the fact of a univer- 
sal flood. 


The old accepted dicta of science and the theories of 
theology are together thrown into the crucible of critical ex- 
amination in an article to appear in next week’s Sunday 
School Times by a professor of geology in a Western 
college, who believes in an inspired Bible, and he inquires 
whether the account of a universal Deluge in Genesis is 
centradicted by geology. 


This is but one of a number of valuable articles in the 
annual Religious Education Number of the Times, the 
issue of August 7. 





héavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that - 
ask him?” 

In comparing these two passages we have the sug- 
gestion that the Holy Spirit includes all other good 
things. With that in mind, Paul asks in Romans 
8:32: “He that spared not his own Son, but deliv- 
ered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him 
freely give us all things?” 

Let us then ask for the best things, the fulness 
of the Spirit in our lives, and then the Lord can 
tell us more definitely whether this blessing or that, 
such as money, or a companion, or children, is for 
his glory. Then let us by faith claim such bless- 
ing, remembering that the promise is absolute to those 
who seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
that “all things” shall be added unto us. And the 
Father knows just what temporal blessings we have 


need of. 
ad 
Faith’s Center 


In believing on Christ should one center his faith 
entirely on Christ crucified by believing what God says 
Christ has done concerning his sins, or in addition to 
this must one center his faith on Christ who is now in 
glory and definitely ask Christ to save him and expect 
him to do it? I have always thought our faith is to 
accept the fact of Calvary and trust God to take care 
of the new birth.—A California Reader. 


We are saved by accepting a personal, living Sav- 
iour and resting in him, not resting in events. It is 
Jesus Christ who saves, and not any one thing alone 
that Jesus has done from eternity until the present 
time, although all of these things that he has done 
are necessary for our salvation. In receiving Christ 
wé believe all the wonderful facts concerning him, his 
eternal existence with the Father, his incarnation, his 
life in the flesh, his death for sinners, his resur- 
rection, ascension, his high priestly intercession, his 
coming again. But it is Jesus Christ himself who is 
our Saviour, who has done, is doing, and will do these 
things for us. The one who accepts Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, therefore, cannot separate Christ crucified 
from Christ in glory, for it is the Christ in glory 
who was crucified. 

It is Christ crucified who is the object of our 
faith, even when we are contemplating his present 
glory. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up; that whosoever believeth may in him have eter- 
nal life” (John 3:14, 15). It is necessary that we 
acknowledge ourselves as lost sinners according to 
God’s word and believe in a Saviour who died for 
our sins. This Saviour also rose again and ascended, 
is interceding, and is coming again. It is the Sav- 
iour himself who saves. 

This is the reason for the insistence throughout 
the New Testament of accepting a personal Saviour: 
“But as many as received him, to them gave he the 
right to become children of God, even to them that 
believe on his name” (John 1:12). It is himself 
whom we receive. “In whom ye also, having heard 
the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation, — 
in whom, having also believed, ye were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13). We hear 
the truth but it is “in whom” we believe, not merely 
and alone “in what” we believe. We are to rest 
in Him and our salvation’ and faith do not depend 
on our memory of any particular verse of Scripture 
nor our complete understanding of all the marvelous 
things that Christ has done. The simplicity of salva- 
tion is that just as soon as a man recognizes the 
need of a Saviour, and is willing to confess that 
he is lost apart from that Saviour, and then accepts 
Jesus Christ who died for him according to the 
Scriptures and who lives in power to accomplish a 
perfect salvation, then indeed God takes care of the 
new birth, and the supplying of every other need. 














Lesson for August 15 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18: 1-15 
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Answering Your Prophecy Questions 


What Dean William L. Pettingill says as he reaches into a very full question-box 








When Jews will be Missionaries 


1. Will the Jews be missionaries during the time be- 
tween the taking away of the Church and the visible 
coming of the Lord? . , 

2. Will they preach the coming of Christ during the 
time of Tribulation? 

3. Will the Spirit be taken away with the bride?— 
A Colorado Reader. 


ES. It-is written, “They shall-declare my glery 
among the Gentiles” (Isa. 66: 19). 

2. They will preach “the Gospel of the Kingdom,” 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matt. 10:7). “And this gospel of the king- 
dom shall be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness unto all nations; and then shall the end come” 
(Matt. 24: 14). 

3. He will be “taken away” as the Restrainer of 
iniquity (2 Thess. 2:7) ; but, since he is omnipresent, 
he will still be on earth, as he was on earth in Old 
Testament times. 


The Number of Man 


In commenting on Revelation 13:18, you say: “It 
is the number of man. Not the number of a man, as 
the King James Version gives it, but the number of 
man, or man’s number. Man’s number is six. The 
Beast King’s number is a trinity of sixes — 666.” . What 
are your reasons for this conclusion? Is not the King 
an individual?—A New Jersey Reader. 


te Beast King is undoubtedly ‘an individual, 
but he is human, though energized by Satan; and 
his failure fully to do works like the works of God 
will demonstrate that, after all, he is only a man. 
Compare Ezekiel 28:9, where the Prince of Tyre 
age ony poemannes the Beast King of the end time, 
as the King o re (vs. 12-19) typifies Satan as 
“the power hind the throne.” See also Psalms 
9:20 and 10: 18, As to the phrase rendered “the 
number of a man,” it will hardly be questioned that 
the article before “man” ought to be omitted. 


** Bride’ and ‘‘ Body ”’ 
Are the bride of Christ and the body of Christ consti- 
tuted of the same persons?—A New Jersey Reader. 


ES; and those persons are the born-again ones 
of the present dispensation (1 Cor. 12:12, 13; 
Eph. 1:22, 23; 5: 25-32; compare Gen. 2: 21-24). 





A Bible *‘ Tale of Two Cities ”’ 


1. Are’ the Jews to inherit Palestine and the earthly 
Jerusalem, or the heavenly Jerusalem? 

2. Is the “city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” the heavenly or the earthly Jeru- 
salem?—A Michigan Reader. 


HE Jews are an earthly people, with earthly 
promises. Patestine and the earthly Jerusalem 
are to be theirs for ever (Gen. 17:8; Amos 9: 14, 15). 


The “city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God,” is undoubtedly the heavenly ere 
salem. Abraham “looked for” it (Heb. 11:10), and 
doubtless will have an interest in it, for he is the 
father of all believers, whether of the circumcision 
or of the uncircumcision (Rom. 4:11, 12). 





Who is the Woman? 


Of whom is the woman referred to in Isaiah 66:7 
and Revelation 12:1 a type?—A Minnesota Reader. 


OTH point to Israel, “of whom as concerning the 
flesh ‘Christ came” (Rom. 9:5). 





When the Gentile Age Began 
When did the Gentile age begin?—An Ohio Reader. 


“"ITSHE Times of the Gentiles” began with Nebu- 

chadnezzar’s rule in Jerusalem, 606 B. C. In the 
year after the battle of Carchemish, the vassal- 
age of Judah was transferred to Babylon, and Jeru- 
salem has been “trodden down of the Gentiles” ever 
since. This is to continue, according to our Lord’s 
testimony in Luke 21:24, “until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” 


Those Invited Guests 


Who are those (Rev. 19:9) who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, if the Church is the 
bride?—A New York Reader. 


HEY may include all the saved of past ages. 

The church consists only of those saved dur- 
ing the present dispensation. Compare Psalm 4s: 
9-15. 


As the result of the publication of the prophetic 
series, “ Plain Papers on Prophecy,” by Dean Wil- 
liam L, Pettingill, of the Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, last year in The Sunday School Times, 
a flood of questions poured in, some of which 
Dean Pettingill answered in the issue of July 5, 
1919, under the title, “Is Your Prophecy Question 
Answered Here?” The remainder of the ques- 
tions asked are answered on this page. These 
answers have to do exclusively with questions 
on prophecy. Many questions on other subjects 
were asked but are here omitted. Duplicate 
questions are also eliminated, and if the ques- 
tioner does not find his query answered here it 
is probably because the same question has been 
asked by another correspondent, and answered. 
This question box really concludes Dean Pettin- 
gill’s illuminating series which will be published 
in book form in the near future by the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, title and price to be 
announced later. 








Can a Christian be Lost? 


1. Kindly explain Revelation 3:4, “But thou hast a 
few names in Sardis that did not defile their garments; 
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are 
worthy.” 

2. Would it be possible for a Christian to be rejected 
at last?—A Canadian Reader. 


“‘PRoss referred to in Revelation 3:4 are Chris- 
tians who have walked with God in separation. 
For this there is reward (see 1 Cor. 3: 11-15). 

A Christian may be rejected in the sense of be- 
ing disapproved (adokimos—1 Cor. 9:27). No child 
of God will be lost (John 10: 27-30). 


Tribulation and Trumpets 

1. Will the church be kept from (Rev. 3:10) the hour 
of “Tribulation” or suffer part of it, being saved out 
of it as some believe? 

2. Will not the “Rapture” take place before the mid- 
dle of the Tribulation? 

3. Is the seventh trumpet of the Revelation identical 
with “the last trump,” at which the dead in Christ 
shall rise?—An Iowa Reader. 


HE whole church (that is, all born-again ones) 
will be caught up before the Great Tribulation 
begins. 
_ 2. The Rapture of the church is the next thing 
in the revealed program. It may o¢cur at any moment. 


3. No; the last trump of 1 Corinthians is not a 
trumpet of angels at all; it is “the trump of God” 
(1 Thess. 4:16). 


Why Wish to Escape the Tribulation ? 


1. I have been wondering just what necessity, apart 
from the needs of a certain theory, there is for hand- 
ing a large part of the Olivet discourse over to this 
Jewish remnant of the Tribulation period. 

2. If it is true that there are to be many conversions 
during the Tribulation period, and many more during 
the Millennium, how are we to preach the coming so 
that it may be a warning to the unsaved now? How 
can Christ’s coming be a terror to the unprepared, if 
men are still to be converted im great numbers after- 
ward?—An Iowa Reader. 


T IS not at all a question of “the needs of a cer- 

tain theory,” for the writer of these notes has 
no zeal for theories, except as they conform to the 
teaching of the Word of God; but to this writer 
it grows more and. more certain that Matthew is a 
Jewish book throughout, and distinctly the Gospel 
of the Kingdom. 

2. It is perfectly plain that there are to be con- 
versions during the Great Tribulation; but to es- 
cape the awful horrors of the Tribulation is surely 
an incentive to move men to action now. 


The Mosque of Omar and the Next Temple 


1. Will’ the Mosque of Omar be removed (under pro- 
tection of some strong political powers) before the 
erection of the Tribulation temple? 

2. Will the temple be built before the reign of Anti- 
christ begins? 

3. Does any one know’ where the Ark of the Cove- 
nant is?—A California Reader. 


HE Mosque of Omar, now occupying the tem- 
ple site in Jerusalem, may be converted into a 
temple for Jewish worship. This need not consume 
a long period of time. 
2. It is not necessary that there should be a Jew- 
ish temple in existence when the Beast begins to 


4 


reign, but there must be one in Jerusalem at the 
breaking of the covenant “in the midst of Daniel’s 
seventieth week of years” (Dan 9: 27). 


3. John saw the Ark of the Covenant in heaven 
(Rev. 11:19). Another ark may be provided for 
the Tribulation temple. 


Is Prophecy always Literally Fulfilled ? 


Has all prophecy been fulfilled with absolute literal- 
ness? Explain Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel* 34 : 23; Hosea 
3:5—A South Carolina Reader. 


MSE prophecy remains to be fulfilled; but all 
fulfilled prophecy has been fulfilled literally. The 
passages you cite belong in the realm of unfulfilled 
prophecy, all of which will be fulfilled, and literally 
fulfilled, in due time. “God is not a man, that he 
should lie” (Num, 23: 19). 


The Duration of the First Resurrection 


Is not the First Resurrection a somewhat prolonged 
affair, so as to include the taking up of those who had 
not worshiped the Beast, spoken of in Revelation 20 : 4? 
—A Florida Reader. 


ES; the First Resurrection includes those whe 
_are Christ’s at his coming, as well as the Tribu- 
lation saints who are killed for their testimony under 


the Beast’s reign (1 Cor. 15:22, 23, 51-54; 1 Thess._ 


4:13-18; Rev. 20: 46). 


Four Questions about the End-Time 


1.Is the church, the bride of Christ, complete at 
the time of the Rapture, or do the Tribulation saints 
constitute a part of it? 

2. Does the company spoken of in Revelation 7:9 
include Jewish martyrs, as well as Gentiles? 

3. Does the company mentioned in Revelation 20:4 
reign with the church? If not, what is their relation 
to it, and where do they reign? 

4. Are the companies mentioned in Revelation 6:4, 
10; 7:9; and 20:4 the same?—A Michigam Reader. 


HE church will be complete before it is caught 
up. The Tribulation saints are not included in 
the church. 
2. No; the preceding verses in the chapter refer te 
Jews. 
3.. The statement is that they reign “with Christ.” 
Their relation to the church is not skown. 
4. Yes; except that in Revelation 6:9 the com- 
pany is not complete. 


Identifying the ‘* Virgins ’’ 
1. Who do you think the foolish virgins were? 
2. Do you think the 144,000 of Revelation 7 and 1% 


the same? One calls them servants, and the other 
virgins.—A California Reader, 


HEY are false Jewish professors of the end time 
after the church is caught away. The ‘wise vir- 
gins are true Jewish believers of the same time. 
2. Yes; they are the Jewish remnant of the end 
time. 


Who are the Four-and-Twenty Elders? 


1. Will the “sheep” and “brethren” of Matthew 2s, 
after passing through the Millennium, have their bodies 
changed before passing into the eternal state? 

2. Whom do the four-and-twenty elders represent (Rev. 
4:10)? 

3. If Revelation 7:14 alludes to the believers whe 
died for the testimony of Jesus, the First Resurrection 
having previously occurred, when will their bodies be 
raised? 

4. What are represented by the woman, the child, and 
the flood, in Revelation 12? 

5. If Jerusalem be suspended in the air over the earth 
in the eternal age, how can the nations bring their 
glory and honor into it, if they are on the earth, and 
walk in its light? (Rev. 21 : 24.) 

6. What is your jdea of the tree of life, whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations? (Rev. 22: 2.) 


HE Scriptures do not yield an answer to this 
question. 

2. The enthroned church. Twenty-four is the num- 
ber of priesthood (1 Chron. 24: 4) and the thrones 
(not “seats”) on which the elders sit suggest royalty. 
The church is a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). 

3. At the close of the Great Tribulation. In Rev- 
elation 20:4 the word “lived” should read “revived” 

r “lived again.” 

4. The woman represents Israel; the child is 
Christ, but here he is seen as including the church, 
which is his body, caught up as soon as fully born; 
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Great Tribulation. 


5. It is not revealed how this is to be done, but 
only that it will be done. 


_ 6. It is God’s provision for the Millennium, dur- 
ing which there will still be need of healing for the 
nations. It will not be so in the eternal state. Con- 
trast Genesis 3:6, 7, and compare Ezekiel 47: 12. 


Will You be a Governor or Mayor? 


Is it not consistent with Scripture to believe that 
the “ruling saints,” kings and priests of God, will be 
allotted certain earthly territory over which to rule 
in the wisdom supplied by Christ himself, and which 
wisdom will be unerring, enabling them to judge justly, 
meting out inflexible justice?—An Iowa Reader. 


ES. “Do ys not know that the saints shall judge 
the world?” (1 Cor, 6:2; Luke 19: 17-19.) 


the flood is Satan’s persecution of Israel during the 


_—_— 


An Unwarranted Translation 


1. A writer on the Sunday-school lesson on “the 
Lord’s Supper” makes.this statement: “He [Jesus] 
takes the bread and a niémorial is instituted that is to 
be kept till time shall be no more.” Is that a proper 
equivalent of the expression in 1 Corinthians 11 : 26: 
“Ye do show the Lord’s death till he come”? 

2. What is the meaning of the word “end” in Matthew 
24:3, 6, 144—- “The end of the world,” “The end is not 
yet,” “Then shall the end come’? 

3. How reconcile the sixth verse with thé thirty- 
sixth: “The end is not yet,” “But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man,” etc.? 

4. How can we say Christ may come at any moment, 
when certain events must precede his coming?—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. 


O. SUCH a translation 
he come” is correct. 

2. “The end,” all through the Olivet discourse, 
refers to the end of the Jewish age, which synchron- 
izes with the end of the Great Tribulation. 

3. There is no need of reconciling them, for there 
is no discord between them. “That day and hour” 
are concealed frem man, but those who shall be liv 
ing in Judza at that time (v. 16) are given instruc- 
tion in this discourse, to guide them when the time 
comes, 

4. No events are predicted to precede his coming 
for his people; though there are many events pre- 
dicted to occur before his coming with them at the 
close of the Tribulation period. 


He is Still Loose! 


Was Satan chained on the day of Pentecost? 
Scripture proof, if so.—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


O, HE was not. He still, “as a roaring lion, 


walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 
Peter 5:8). 


is unwarranted, “Till 


Give 


He will Beckon the Babies Up 


1. Will young children be in the Rapture? 
2. What is the difference between “the body of Christ” 
and “the kingdom of Christ”?—A California Reader. 


ES; all children below the age of accountability 
will be included, since they are among those 
who are Christ’s. He. died for the whole world, 
inclufling the children; and, since they have not re- 
jected the knowledge of God, they are saved. 
2. The body of Christ is the New Testament church ; 
the kingdom of Christ includes all, of every age, who 
acknowledge his rule. 


The Biggest Census 


Will the blessings of Christ’s Millennial reign be con- 
fined to those comparatively few people who happen to 
be living on earth at that time?—Ar Illinois Reader. 


HEY will not be “comparatively few.” Under 


Christ’s beneficent sway the earth will doubtless 


be peopled as it has never been before. 


When Does the Millennium Begin? 


1. You quote Revelation 20 : 4 as referring to “the First 
Resurrection,” which I do not question; but is not the 
worship of the Beast to come after the First Resur- 
rection? The passage quoted implies that the Millen- 
nium does not begin until seven years after the Rap- 
ture of the saints, but do people generally not reckon 
the Millennium as beginning when the dead are raised? 

2. Who is the author of the beautiful verses at the 
close of your article on “The Rapture and the First 
Resurrection”? 

3. See : Thessalonians 4:16, 17. How can we avoid 
the conclusion that all persons then living on the 
earth will hear the voice of the archangel and the 
trump of God?—A Colorado Reader. 


O FAR as we know, Bible students agree that 
the Millennium will not begin until the end of 
Daniel’s Seventieth Seven. There will be a resur- 


rection of Tribulation saints at the end of that period, 
but the Rapture of the church will be at its begin- 
ning. 

2. The author 


is unknown to this writer. The 
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hymn is included in Dr, A. J. Gordon’s “Coronation 
ymnal,” and is signed “Times of Refreshing, 1870.” 
3. The conclusion is avoided by many enlightened 
students, but there is room for difference of opinion. 


Preaching and Trading in the Millennium 


1. Will evangelism continue during the Tribulation 
and throughout the Millennium? 

2. Will either the saints or the wicked multiply dur- 
ing the Millennium? 

3. How and to what extent shall righteousness rule, 
and how and by whom administered? 

4. Will commerce and manufacturing continue during 
_ the Millennium? ’ 

5. Did the apostles expect the Lord to return during 
their lifetime? They speak of the subject in the pres- 
ent tense.—An Ohio Reader. 


Ye. During the Tribulation the Gospel of the 
Kingdom will be preached in all the world (Matt. 
24: 14): And, since multitudes will be born during 
ps illennium, the Gospel must be preached to them 
also. . 

2. Yes, both will multiply, though evil will be re- 
strained until the end of the Millennium and then 
sifted out, as shown by Revelation 20: 7-9. 


_ 3. Righteousness will rule absolutely, being admin- 
istered by the Lord Jesus and ‘his bride, which is 
the church. See Isaiah 11; Revelation 1:5, 6; 5:9, 10. 


4. This must be inferred, though the Scriptures 
do not explicitly declare it. 


5. They believed and taught that he might come 
during their lifetime, and this is the normal position 
for believers throughout the age. 


The League of Nations and Daniel 


If the Bible teaches, as I believe, that the Jews are 
to be restored to Palestine in unbelief before the Second 
Coming of Christ, do you feel that the terms of the 
Peace Treaty are sufficient to be considered as a ful- 
filment of these prophecies? If not, just what is lack- 
ing? Do you consider that the political realignment of 
Europe and the League of Nations could be considered 
a fulfilment of the prophecies of Daniel in reference to 
the form of the old Roman Empire at the time of 
Christ’s Second Coming, the League of Nations being 
the ten-nation confederacy there foretold?—A Virginia 
Reader. 


O ONE yet knows precisely what the realignment 

of Eurofe will be, and therefore it is too early 
to arrive at conclusions along this line; but students 
of the Word of God cannot fail to be keenly inter- 
ested in present developments. 


Will Christ Come at the Feast of Trumpets ? 


I should like to ask you if you think, as some do, 
that the time of Christ’s coming in the air for his 
saints will occur at the Feast of Trumpets or the Jew- 
ish New Year?—A South Dakota Reader. 


N?. CHRIST’S coming for his saints is to be 
looked for every day (1 Thess. 1:9, 10). Any 
theory that would defer it until some certain season 
of the year is mischievous. 


If You are ‘‘ Caught Up,’ Sinning — What? 


Will believers who have died with sins wunconfessed 
be brought to confession at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ, and will wrongs committed against others come 
into judgment there? Will there be a chance then for 
such adjustments, and will believers not at peace with 
each other and who died in that condition, be recon- 
ciled then?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


loo only possible answer to your question is that, 
- i under the discerning eye of the Judge of all the 
earth, everything will be made right, and every one 
concerned will a satisfied and happy. See 1 Cor- 
inthians 4: 5. 


Will Babylon be Rebuilt? 


Will Babylon be built again, and become a great 
wicked, rich city —a seething pot of the vilest sins — 
and then will God visit her with the awful judgments 
and punishments as described in the eighteenth, nine- 
teenth, and twentieth chapters of Revelation?—A South 
Dakota Reader. 


“TRACERS differ about it. My own view is that 
the two Babylons of the Revelation are symbolical, 
one being political and the other religious. Political 
Babylon is the revived Roman Empire, and ecclesi- 
astical Babylon is apostate Christendom in its last. and 
vilest form, with the true church of God absent. 


The “‘ Out-Resurrection from Among the Dead *” 


In referring to the “out-resurrection from among the 
dead ones,” might not Paul have in mind the fact that 
those who are resurrected “out from among the dead” 
are those who have part in the First Resurrection, with 
all its peculiar blessings or rewards—including an 
active part in reigning with Christ upon earth during 
the thousand years?—An Iowa Reader. 


QURELY: for that is what awaits those who have 
part in the First Resurrection. 


JULY 31, 1920 


The Victorious Life 
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Under this heading in frequent issues of The S 

School Times will be found announcements A Aa 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en- 
tirely dependent for support upon the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had from Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Canada ......scseeseeseeseceese AUGUST 2-8 
H. B. Dinwiddie . 

First Conference, Cedar Lake ..........+sse000+s-AUgust 14-20 
Second Conference, Cedar Lake .........ssceseees August 21-29 
Dr. A. J. Ramsey, R. C. McQuilkin, H. B. 
Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mrs. J. Har- 
vey Borton, B. F. Culp, and missionary speakers 
(The Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North Avenue, Chicago.) 


Far Eastern Conferences 
Peitaiho Missionary Conference (China) .....July 10-Aug. 10 
Kuling Leaders’ Conference (Central China) ..July 25-Aug. 8 

Kuling Missionary Conference (Central 
| PR Rs ee socesceeseJUly 25-Aug. 2 
Chikongshan Conference (China) ......cccccceseseeesAtig. 8-12 
Peitaiho Leaders’ Conference (China) ..............-AUg. 15°26 

Several local institutes during September. 

(The above dates for the Far East conferences may be 


shifted slightly; they are published so that Sunday School 
Times readers may pray for them.) 
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The Pacific Grove Conference 


too women in a northern California church 
by prayer and persuasion got their pastor to go 
to the Whittier Victorious Life Conference in south- 
ern California last year. Reluctantly he went, and 
one result was the conference held in Pacific Grove, 
northern California, from June 8-13.. It was not a 
case of wanting the conference for his own church, 
for it was held in another town as being the more 
central. This pastor testified that when he heard the 
first message at the Whittier Conference, he wanted 
to get hold of Mr, Trumbull and tear him to pieces. 

The conference announcements were out only a 
week or so before the arrival of Dr. Ramsey, “Mr. 
McQuilkin, and Mr Washburn, the conference team, 
but scores of people came from out of town. A hun- 
dred or more Christians (and doubtless a number 
who never knew really what it was to be a Christian) 
took a definite stand, most of them for the first time, 
to surrender completely and trust Christ for victory. 

Half-a-dozen young men and women volunteered 
for the mission field. Many other young people gave 
themselves completely to the Lord on the special 
young people’s night. A number of society women 
who are rarely seen at a church service were noticed 
as regular attendants. 

“IT want to give you a word that will show how 
God is working,” said one of the pastors to the 
workers on the third day of the conference. He had 
told them of a man who was saved from suicide 
and a life of sin, but who had not been fully estab- 
lished. On Tuesdfy night this brother had had a 
keen disappointment, and in the midst of his discour- 
agement he met a subtle solicitation to evil and there 
was the opportunity to go back to his old life. He 
resisted the temptation, refused to go into the sin, 
and then rapidly drove his car to the home of his 
pastor. He did not find him at home, but then noticed 
the lights in one of the churches. This recalled the 
announcement of the Victorious Life Conference 
which was to begin Tuesday night. He thought he 
would find his pastor there, and so dropped in to the 
meeting. He fount a complete Saviour there, one 
who could free him from all the burden of the awful 
past that was hanging over him. He came back the 
next night. When his pastor saw him he was 
startled at the transformation. 

“What has come over you, old man? You look 
entirely different.” : 

“I am different, I have stopped worrying.” ’ 

He is one of many who are showing by their 
shining faces that something has happened. 

Here are a young minister and his wife, who have 
never been in such sin as fhe other brother, but 
who have been living under the yoke of law trying 
to be good. They had come out of bondage before 
the conference, but now they are learning from the 
Word the glorious secret of continuing in liberty. 

The unanimous opinion of the workers and those 
who attended the conference was that it must become 
an annual affair, with the purpose of drawing upon 
northern California, and reaching the folks who can- 
not go to the conference farther south. 

The thank offering to cover the expenses of the 
conference amounted to more than $650, consisting of 
a large number of small gifts. 
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Lesson for August 15 
2 Samuel 12; 9, 10; 18 : 1-15 


Among the regular attendants, and most active 
prayer supporters, were a couple who had passed the 
ninety mark by some years. Others were there who 
were past eighty, and one of them with shining face 
said that for the first time she had what she had been 
waiting for eighty-two years. It is hard to tell 
whether these or the young high school and college 
boys and girls were the most eagerly interested. 
Some of these young Pe testified that they had 
been completely turned face about by the message, 
and were now all in for the Lord. 

A devoted missionary from China said that she was 
willing to do the very hardest thing,— say to the Lord 
that if it were his will she would stay at home and not 
return to the whitened field in China. 

A “Say-so Meeting” was a new thing in this lo- 
cality, and though there was no special meeting given 
to testimony, a ten-minute period on two evenings 
was given-to a “say so” with the surprising result 
that persons were on their feet at the rate of about 
two or three a minute. 
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Dr. Ramsey had given a message on the purpose 
of Paul to impart a certain spiritual gift to the end 
they might be established, that is, “have the wobble 
taken out.” One man said: “With apologies to the 
speakers, I want to say that this week I have had 
the wobble taken out, and the warble put in.” 

After a “double-header” message on the coming 
of the Lord by Dr. Ramsey and Mr. McQuilkin at the 
close of. the week, a number who had been looking 
for the Lord to come, said, “I never realized that the 
Bible was so clear and unequivocal on this truth.” 

A young Christian college leader said that this was 
the message he had been waiting for. There seemed 
to be no choice in his college town between the lib- 
erals who denied the Word of God and a group of 
folks who so emphasized a spiritual experience that 
they drove people from them. Now he knew that 
Christ and his salvation were so real that he had a 
message to give. 

_ Another keen college lad who had had his Chris- 
tian testimony dimmed from the time that he re- 
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fused to go into a fashionable district with the Gos- 
pel street meetings in which he had been helping, 
saw that it was a question of all for Christ, or not 
all for Christ. “And I guess that means to go te 
that corner on Seventh and Market Streets,” he said 
in his straightforward way. “I have been trying te 
persuade myself that the Lord may not want me te 
do it. But I have a hunch that he does.” The strug- 
gle ended when he kneeled down and told the Lord 
that he would do it. 

There were less than three hundred at the largest 
meeting of this conference, but if God’s working were 
measured by what he did for just a dozen lives, it 
means unlimited blessing for years to come. If ome 
were to ask a leading lawyer, the two doctors, father 
and son, the dentist, the baggage man, the ticket 
agent, the hotel-keeper who entertained sgme of the 
workers, their testimony would agree that*their towa 
had never had such meetings, with such results. 

Pray with them that if it be God’s will an annual 
conference may be arranged in this vicinity. 





| The Jew and the Newspaper 


A_ Twentieth Century Decree of Cyrus 





By Thomas M. Chalmers reise ez ee schtte 





Jews and of the world occurred when the 
Allied Premiers, in the conference at San 
Remo, announced to the waiting nations, on April 
26, that the mandate for Palestine had been granted 
to Great Britain, and that freedom was given to the 
Jews to build up a national home in the Holy Land. 
This announcement, comparable only to the decree 
of Cyrus permitting the Jews to return from Baby- 
lon, was hailed by Jews throughout the world with 
intense enthusiasm. They have been jubilating over 
it ever since, and felicitating one another and the 
great leaders, Zionist and Gentile, who paved the way 
for this immense advance of the Soatch people. 
Cablegrams crossed the seas from land to land to 
express the gratitude of the Jews for this new great 
deliverance. Parades were held in the big cities, 
and it was pathetic and stirring to watch young and 
old, weeping tears of joy, march through the streets 
with banners to the music of the national songs of 
Israel. The world saw a new day for the long-suffer- 
ing Jews, but those taught in the words of prophecy 
foresaw the terrible tribulation yet to come upon 
an unbelieving people, when the Antichrist shall turn 
against them in their own land and shall seek to de- 
stroy them from upon the earth. 
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Reform Rabbis Favor Zionism 


NE of the most ‘significant happenings in «ccn- 

nection with the new order of things relative to 
Palestine is the concurrence of rabbis of the Reform 
school. For long years a bitter warfare has gone 
on in Jewish ranks between the Zionists and the Jows 
who had left off to be Jewish in the orthodox sense. 
The Reform Jews had given up the hope of a Messiah 
to come, the return to Palestine, and all idea that 
Israel had any mission save that of ethical unitarian- 
ism among the nations. 

It is, therefore, an immense surprise to see the 
following letter sent to the Zionist Organization of 
America by Rabbi Leo M. Franklin, president of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis, on the 
issuing of the British Mandate at San Remo: 

“I am entirely sure that I voice the sentiment of 
every member of the Central Conference of Americaa 
Rabbis when I say that we greatly rejoice in the 
prospect that a considerable number of our brethren 
in faith who are now the victims of physical suffer- 
ing and spiritual repression may be able to find in 
—— the opportunity to live full, free, and happy 
ives. ‘ 


** Spiritual Genius of the Jew”’ 


“IN ANY movement looking to make Palestine a 
land not_merely of réfuge for the downtrodden 
Jew but as well a place where a fuller expression 
may be given to the spiritual genius of the Jew, 
you may be assured of the full and whole-hearted 
co-operation of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. 

“In the hope that the decision of the San Remo 
conference may point to a new and better day for 
world Israel and that the last chapter in the stor 
of Israel’s martyrdom having been written what fol- 
lows shall be a tale of Israel’s spiritual mastery, I 
beg to remain.” - 


Massachusetts and Palestine 


HE great State of Massachusetts has often stood 
for human rights and personal liberty. On Ma 
18, the Massachusetts Legislature passed by a unani- 


()is of the greatest events in the history of the 


> 


mous vote the following resolution, introduced by 
Elihu D. Stone, a Jewish representative: 

“The Massachusetts House of Representatives 
greets with profound satisfaction the official recog- 
nition by the Powers of the right of the Jewish peo- 
ple to a national existence in Palestine, and deeply 
rejoices tq see the national liberation of the children 
of Israel, who will once more shed luster on our 
civilization. It hails the Jewish national restoration 
to the ancestral soil as a triumph of justice for which 
all mankind should be grateful, and it urges upon 
the government of the United States to use its best 
endeavors to facilitate the steady. development of 
Palestine into a Jewish National Homeland, fer only 
on its own soil can the Jewish people live its own 
life and make, as it has made in the past, its char- 
acteristic and specific contribution to the spiritual 
treasure of humanity.” 


Jewish Control of Immigration to Palestine 


Aakeett, bulletin issued by the Zionist Organ- 
ization of America declares that immigration into 
Palestine will be controlled by a Jewish body on 
which the British government will be represented, 
according to an interview given to the Jewish Cor- 
respondence Bureau in London by Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann. He says: 

“Palestine can accommodate six million Jews, and 








Jerusalem’s Chief Hotel is now known as the Hotel Allen- 
by. It has both kosher and non-kosher kitchens. 


A Fishing Company has. been organized at Atlit by de- 
mobilized soldiers of the Thirty-ninth Royal Fusileers of 
the Jewish Legion. 


A Clothing Factory on European lines is to be estab- 
lished at Jerusalem by M. Picciotto, of Manchester, Eng., 
and some friends, who have collected five thousand pounds 
78 capital. 


Each District Court in Palestine will have one British 
and two Palestinian judges, according to plans of the 
British Administration, in order to acquaint the natives 
with British procedure. 


The United Presbyterian General Assembly, meeting at 
Sterling, Kansas, adopted unanimously a resolution ap- 
pointing the Sabbath preceding the next Jewish Day of 
Atonement as a day of prayer for the Jews. 


A Land Survey of Palestine, just made by “Palestine,” 
official publication of the British Palestine Committee, 
shows thai but eight percent of the land in that country is 
now cultivated, and that enough uncultivated land is now 
available to provide for one million Jews. 


A Summer Agricultural Course, te continue six weeks, 
from July 11, is to be held at the Jewish National Farm 
School, Bucks County, Pa., as ‘announced by the Inter- 
collegiate Zionist Association. Social workers, educators, 
journalists, and senior students are thus offered an op- 
pertunity to farm during their vacation. 


A Training Farm for Jewish Girls, a vegetable garden, 
was established last year in Stanislau, Galicia, and twenty 
orphan girls received practical instruction in gardening 
and vegetable production. In addition they were taught 
Hebrew. This year an adjoining piece of land has been 
bought, and fifty girls are now being trained in poultry 
and cattle raising, fruit, vegetable, and flower gardening, 
and in bee keeping. 


Zionist Efforts in Hungary meet with special difficulties. 
The government has not agreed to the statutes of the 
organization. Budapest University is almost closed to 
Jews. Before the war Jewish students formed thirty to 
forty percent of the total number of students; now they 
are only one or two percent. In intermediate schools the 
position is the same, according to the Zionist Bulletin, and 
as the Jews have no schools of their own many children 
cannot receive education. 


our first step will to build at least 5,000 houses, and 
go ahead developing the vast uncultivated spaces ef 
the country. 

“We are going to settle in Palestine no less than 
a million Jews within the next six years, but to de 
this we must have immense sums.” 

Dr, Weizmann said that the Arabs would not re- 
sent a large Jewish immigration, but that on the 
contrary, when the Zionists had commenced the real 
development of Palestine, the Arabs will quickly 
realize that Zionism is a blessing to them no less than 
to the Jews, and that it will bring new and genuine 
life to the whole East. 

b 


British Mandate Not Limited 


R. WEIZMANN further stated that the mandate 


has no fixed period, but will rem4in in force until 
the population of Palestine is ripe for self-govern- 
ment, the population, however, having the right at 
any time to appeal to the League of Nations. The Peace 
Conference will fix all details of the mandate during 
the next two months, but Dr. Weizmann expects no 
further difficulties or essential changes. 

Dr. Weizmann believes a Jewish Legion necessary 
for the protection of Palestine, although the polic- 
ing of the country and Jewish participation in its 
administration are left to Great Britain. 


ye 
Growth of Jewish Farming 


EY IS quite remarkable how rapidly the Jew, whe 

has been a trader by compulsion and from time 

immemorial, is turning to agriculture. Many in- 

teresting facts concerning the growth of Jewish farm- 

ing in America are given in the twentieth annual re- 

rts the Jewish Agricultural and Aid Society (New 
ork). 

Twenty years ago a Jewish farmer could hardly 
be found. The total number in our country was not 
above 216; now there are 12,000 Jewish farming 
families, including about 60,000 souls, and they are 
found in almost every State in the Union. They own 
about une million acres of land. This represents a 
great advance for the Jews of to-day, whose fathers 
or who themselves came out of the congested ghéttes 
of Russia and Galicia. 


When Jewish Women Voted 


THE firt popular elections ever held in the Holy 
Land were held recently, and among the dele- 
gates chosen for a Jewish Constituent Assembly ia 
alestine were two women, colonists from Petach 
Tikvah, the oldest of the Jewish agricultural colonies. 
The elections were wide open for every Jew and 
Jewess in the country above the age of twenty, there 
being no qualifications for voters. The ability to read, 
speak, and write Hebrew was the only qualificatioy, 
demanded of candidates for Assembly delegaté&. 
Seventy-five percent of the Jewish population voted. 
The Assembly will have important reconstruction 
work to carry out, in connection with the British 
civil administration, which will soon supplant the 
British military administration, according to an- 
nouncements made by Premier Lloyd George, 


New York Cry, 
Vd 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times counts 
Mr. Chafer’s book, “He That Is Spiritual,” as the 
fullest and most satisfactory Scriptural study of the 
Victorious Life that he knows. It may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company at $1. 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 15. THE SINS AND SORROWS OF DAVID 


2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18: 1-15 


Golden Text.— Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.— Gal. 6: 7 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


WO lads of tender years, brothers, were deeply 
impre§sed by the preaching here in the home- 
land, of Bishop Thoburn, of India.’ They de- 
clared in enthusiasm to their mother that they in- 
tended to be missionaries in India when they grew up. 
“Now, get that absurd idea out of your head,” 
their mother would say. “Don’t you know well 
enough that one of you has got to take the bank, 
and the other the factory, so that your father’s name, 
after he is dead and e, will continue to be iden- 
tified with the industries he has built up?” 

This was like a wet blanket to the enthusiasm of 
those two boys. Soon afterwards they went out into 
the country to the mill pond with a party of play- 
mates. They went in swimming, and when the 
younger boy was seized with a cramp his older brother 
went to his assistance. Put they both sank, never to 
rise again. The other boys finally recovered the 
bodies, lifted thera as they were, locked in each 
other’s arms, into an old express wagon, covered 
them with branches of trees and wild flowers, and 
drove into town, halting at the front gate of their 
home. One of them ran in and rang the door-bell. 

“The boys are out here in 4He wagon,” he said, and 
the mother, with a dreadful’ apprehension, and yet 
with the hope that it might all be a joke, ran out and 
looked over the wagon-bed. Seeing it, she fell back 
fainting. 

Perhaps God took them home to keep them from 
growing up to be Absaloms under such home training. 
(See the Cartoon for this lesson.) 


Our Background Material 


“Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam.” In 1 Chronicles 
3:5 she is called Bath-shua, the daughter of Ammiel. 
Eliam (“God of the people”) and Ammiel (“people of God’’) 
are compounded of the same words placed in different or- 
der. If this Eliam was the same as Uriah’s brother-officer, 
mentioned in chapter 23:34, Bath-sheba was the grand- 
daughter of David’s counsellor Ahithophel. This, it has 
been thought, explains Ahithophel’s adherence to Absalom 
(15:12) as an act of revenge for the seduction of his 
granddaughter and the murder of her husband. The 
theory must be regarded as very doubtful; for (1) the 
identity of Eliam, the son of Ahithophel, with Eliam, the 
father of Bath-sheba, cannot be proved; (2) even if the 
relationship is granted, an ambitious and unscrupulous 
man such as Ahithophel would be more likely to regard 
the elevation of his gramddaughter to the position of the 
king’s favorite wife as an honor, than to feel aggrieved at 
the circumstances by which it was effected.—The Cam- 
bridge Bible. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pésagtaphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A flood of light is shed upon David’s great sin, 
which this lesson records, by the first verse of chapter 
11 of Second Samuel, “And it came to pass... at 
the time when kings go forth to battle, that David 
sent”— somebody else to do what God wanted him to 
do, that is, to lead the armies of Israel and to finish, 
perhaps, his period of warring. He remained at 
home in idleness, which is always the devil’s never- 
neglected opportunity. “David tarried still at Jeru- 
salem” (11: 2, 1. c.; Mrs, Askew, 3). It was a fatal 
mistake, which resulted in blackening his record, and 
leaving a trail of woe through the remainder of his 
reign. But while we are condemning him, let us 
ask ourselves whether we may not be failing at the 
same point (1 Cor. 10:11, 12). 

Some of the lesson writers comment on the tre- 
mendous disappointment that this blot on David's 
life and reign brings to us. And if so, how much 
more to God, whose heart yearns for holiness in us 
(1 Peter 1:15; Mrs. Askew, 1; Dr. Smellie, 1; “Say, 
Fellows—,” 1, and preceding paragraphs). It is al- 
most as .-hard to believe of David as the news that a 
friend is dead. “The corruption of the best is the 
worst.” Commenting on that proverb, Dr. Thomas 
(III, 4) goes on to show the chief elements in David's 
eharacter that led to his fall. : 

The teacher should carefully study the important 
context of this lesson in order to tell it to the class, 
particularly Nathan’s impressive parable of the rich 
man and the ewe lamb (12:1-6) by which David’s 
slumbering conscience was aroused. “In the old days, 
David could dodge Saul’s javelin,” remarks Mr. How- 
ard in his “Many Sided David.” “There was no dodg- 
ing the shaft that Nathan hurled in his ‘Thou art the 
man.’” ~And the six chapters separating the two sec- 
tions of the lesson should be mastered, in order 
quickly to lead up to Absalom’s fate, and the lesson 
of it (Dr. Thomas, II, 2; Mrs. Askew, 4). 


Devations} Reading Prov. 1 : 7-16. 
Additional ial for Teachers: 2 Sam. 11 to 20. 
i Topic ; David’s Grief Over Absalom. 
sson Material; 2Sam. 15 : 1-14; 18: 5-15, 32-33. 
Memory Verse: A wise sop maketh a glad father. Prov. 


15:20, 
Junior Toric David and Absalom. 
Lesson Material: 2 Sam. 15; 1-14; 18: 5-15, 31-33. 


Memory Verse : Prov. 13:25 (‘The way, etc.). 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : i oe Selfish Life and Hew 
Topic for Y: People and Adults: Elements of Weakness in 
Additional Material: 2 Sam. 12: 1-34. 











9 Wherefere hast thou despised the word of Jehovah, to 
do that which is evil in his sight? thou hast smitten 
Uriah the Hittite with the swerd, and hast taken his wife 
to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the 
children of Ammon. 10 Now therefore the swerd shall 
never depart from thy house, because thou hast despised 
me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite te be 
thy wife. 

18:1 And David numbered the people that were with 
him, and set captains of th ds and captains of hun- 
dreds over them. 2 And David sent forth the people, a 
third part under the hand of Joab, and a third part un- 
der the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s 
brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the 
Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I will surely 
go forth with you myself also. 3 But the people said, 
Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will 
not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us: *but thou art worth ten thousand of us; therefore 
now it is better that thou be ready to succor us out of 
the city. 4 And the king said unto them, What seemeth 
you best I will do. And the king stood by the gateside, 
and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands. 
5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even 
with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king 
gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

6 So the people went out into the field against Israel: 
and the battle was in the forest of Ephraim. 7 And the 
people of Israel were smitten there before the servants of 
David, and there was a great slaughter there that day of 
twenty thousand men. 8 For the battle was there spread 
over the face of all the country; and the forest devoured 
more people that day than the sword devoured. 

9 And Absalom chanced te meet the servants of David. 
And Absalom was riding upon his mule, and the mule 
went under the thick boughs of a great *oak, and his head 
caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between 
heaven and earth; and the mule that was under him went 
on. 10 And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, 
Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak. 11 And Joab 
said unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou saw- 
est it, and why didst thou not smite him there te the 
ground? and I would have given thee ten pieces of silver, 
and a girdle. 12 And the man said unto Joab, Though I 
sheuld receive a thousand pieces of silver in my hand, yet 
would I not put forth my hand against the king’s son: for 
in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and 
Ittai, saying, *Beware that none touch the young man 
Absalom. 13 Otherwise if I had dealt falsely against *his 
life (and there is no matter hid from the king), then thou 
thyself wouldest have set thyself against me. 14 Then 
said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took 
three ‘darts in his hand, and -thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst ef 
the oak. 1S And tem young men that bare Joab’s armor 
compassed about and smote Absalem, and slew him. 


1So Vulg. and some editions of Sept. The Hebrew 
text has, for now are there ten thousand such as we. 
2Or, terebinth *Heb. Have a care, whosoever ye be, of 
&c. ‘Another reading is, my. SHeb staves. 





American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The éimphasis of Nathan in his mission of rebuke 
is on David’s sin against God: “Wherefore hast thou 
despised the word of Jehovah?” (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 
What commandments had David broken? David's 
grasp of the very heart of Nathan’s message is re- 
vealed in his confession in Psalm 51: 4, as well as in 
2 Samuel 12: 13. 

His confession reveals the true spirit, the one we 
should show, when under chastisement for the sin 
of numbering the people. In 2 Samuel 24: 10 we see 
David’s deep contrition; in verse 14 his unwavering 
faith; in verse 17 his unselfishness; and in verse 24 
his __ sincerity. 

Absalom inherited the wild Bedouin blood of his 
mother, Maachah (1 Sam. 27:8; 2 Sam. 13: 37, 38), 
who was the daughter of Talmai, the heathen king 
of Geshur. The Golden Text is well exemplified in 
the results of David’s marriage with this idolatrous 
woman. Absalom’s character is briefly analyzed by 
Dr. Thomas (II, 2), and the comment of other les- 
som writers upon both his character and career will 
be helpful (“Say, Fellows —,” 2 and 3; Dr. Smellie, 
2; Mrs. Askew, 4; and Mrs. Bryner, who gives a 
good review of Absalom’s life story for children, 
while the Little Jetts graphically illustrate it). 

Was David weak in his dealings with Absalom? 
He may not have been as severe in restraining~him 
in his early days as he should have been, but there 







is another side to the story. If Absalom had heeded 
his father’s teaching, he would have been a different 

an. May we not imagine him sneering at David’s 
Spirit-inspired Psalms, and saying, “The old man 
doesn’t always practise what he preaches”? Absalom 
paid the penalty for disobedience to a loving father. 

“You don’t scold us enough,” cried an affectionate 
boy to his father. “We often deserve to be thrashed, 
too, but you don’t do it. You ought to be more se- 
vere!” “Perhaps so,” replied the father, “but you 
know I’d rather treat you like the good chums that 
we are. I am here to tell you what I have learned 
along the road, and to help you in any way I can.” 
Mr, Howard relates that incident in his “Many Sided 
David,” and asks whether that parent was right or 
wrong. What do you say? 

That is a vivid picture,— David waiting for news 
from the battle. Yes, it was a great victory, but it 
was other tidings that David was waiting to hear. 
“Is the young man Absalom safe?” Many a father 
and mother waited for similar tidings during the re- 
cent World War—and-how small a thing to them 
was the news of a great victory if the death list con- 
tained the name of some boy out of that home. 

A spectacle to heaven and earth is poor Absalom, 
hanging. by his head from the branches of an oak 
tree while Joab, satisfying his own revenge as well 
as disobeying his king, thrust the dart through the 
young prince’s heart. “He that is hanged is ac- 
wat of God” (Deut. 21:23; and compare Gal. 
3: 13). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


While God in his marvelous grace fully and freely 
forgives his children’s sins, it is necessary in his 
government for him to deal openly with them, often 
in severity (does Heb. 12:6 apply here?). Men judge 
God by us who represent Him as his people. 

In the midst of all this blackness and ugliness, 
however, there shines out this glorious statement, 
“And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath 
put away thy sin” (12:13). “The bird with a broken 
pinion never soars as high ong E runs the song, but 
it is not true, praise God. For “where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5:20). David 
at first tried to cover his sin, but could not; only God 
can cover sins, but he covers them with blood, so 
that though they are “red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool” (Isa. 55:1), and“‘He is able to save to the 
uttermost them that draw near unto God through 
him” (Heb. 7:25). “When I see the blood I will pass 
over” (Exod. 12:13). But let no saint forget, that 
if he has sinned, there is forgiveness (1 John 1:9), 
and let him not forget that restoration may be in- 
stantaneous! (Mr. Howard and Dr. Ellis.) 
Teaching Points 

The first lie calls for another (Dr. Thomas, III, 4). 

“If I have sinned, why does not the Holy Spirit 
convict me of it?” .some deeply spiritual Christians 
have said when their fault or failure has been sug- 
gested to them. Is there not a real danger in that 
attitude? God help us to recognize Nathan when 
God sends him. » 

The “man after God’s own heart” could only be 
brought to a realizing sense of his own sin by its 
presentation in an impersonal way. His own black 
sins were appalling to him, arousing his fierce indig- 
nation, wher he himself was skilfully camouflaged 
for the moment as “the other fellow.” “Nothing 
blinds men so much to the real character of a sin 
as the fact that it is their own,” says Dr. W. G. 
Blaikie. 

To a Christian teacher who was showing how 
every sin is an act of the will, a Christian worker 
asked, “How may we guard our wills to keep from 
sinning?” How would you answer? Does not 
Nathan’s word to David hold part of the answer, 
“Wherefore hast thou despised the word of Jeho- 
vah?” (12:9; Round Table, 1.) And prayer — 
reading God’s Word on otir knees— will be a great 
safeguard. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Bath-sheba’s mourning for Uriah sincere? 
(11: 26.) 

Does God always punish sin in a Christian, even 
when repented of? 

Why are six chaptérs of inspiration devoted to 
Absalom? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1). 

Was heredity or environment more responsible 
for Absalom’s downfall? 

What was the threefold penalty of David's sin? 

Why was not David sentenced to death for the 
capital crimes of murder and adultery? 

PHILADELPHIA. 










The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Time.—The date falls within the latter half of 
David’s reign. Beecher puts it at 1043-1023 B. C. 

I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Solemn Rebuke (12:9). After the awful sin 
which oovered David’s life with gloom at this time, 
(The story of his fall and the circumstances connected 
the prophet rebuked him for despising. God’s word. 
with it is unutterably Spee after all the 
brightness and glory of his former days. 

The Sad Reminder (12:10). God tétls him that 
owing to his own sin there shall be constant trouble 
in his own family, and we know how very definitely 
this was fulfille 

The Significant Result (18:1-15). This is the end 
of the story of Absalom, in which the retribution of 
God was very largely seen. It is striking that no 
fewer than six chapters are occupied with the story 
of Absalom (2 Sam. 13-18), because the main pur- 
pose of the Bible is to emphasize our relation to 

and in so “ng to warn against sin. To gain 
a general idea of Absalom, it is necessary to touch 
upon the entire story, referring especially to those 
points that are suited for class,study. But the les- 
son should deal almost entirely with David’s sins 
and sorrows, the latter being shown as the effects 
of the former. There is scarcely any person in 
Scripture whose life more clearly shows the truth 
of the word, “Be sure your sin will find you out.”( 1) 

Devotional Reading: Proverbs 1:7-16. (1) The 
great contrast, verse 7; (2) the earnest coun#els, 
verses 8-16. Notice the appeal to “my son,” verses 
8, 10, 15. 

Books.—The volumes on 2 Samuel in the Pulpit 
Commentary ow and Wagnalls, New York, 51 
loaias $2 a vol.; sold only in sets), the Cambridge 
Bible for Schools (Geo, P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, 7 ~~ and the Expositor’s Bible (Geo. H. 
Doran ew York, $1). Books’ on David are 
“David, the King of Israel,” by Dr. W. M. Taylor 
(Harper and Bros., New York, $1.50), “The Many 
Sided David, by, Philip E. Howard (Association 
Press, New York, r cents), and “David,” by Dr. 
F. B. Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co, New 
York, $1)... Some very helpful material will also_be 
found in Vol. 5 in series of “The Bible,” by Dr. 
$e Simpson (Alliance Publishing Co., New York, 

1). 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 


The chapters given, 2 Samuel 11-20, cover the en- 
tire period from the sin of Dayid to his return to 
Jerusalem after the death of Absalom, and teachers 
should study this section in order to gain a general 
impression of the entire period. In chapter 11, 
David’s sin; chapter 12, his punishment; chapter 13, 
the story of Absalom and his sister; chapter 14, Joab 
and Absalom; chapter 15, Absalom’s plot; chapter 

' 16, David’s plight; chapter 17, Absalom’s activities ; 
chapter 18, David’s return; chapters 19 and 20, the 
events following the return. Thus we see how many 
results came from David’s sin; the death of a child; 
the ruin of a Coegeeee the murder of one son. by 
amother; the rebellion. of another son against his 
father; the trouble consequent upon the rebellion; 
and the death of this son. These are only a few of 
the consequences of David’s wrong-doing, and it may 
be said that he was never the same again. “Oh, what 
a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to 
deceive.” (2) 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Absalom’s Selfish Life, 
and How it Ended. The story of Absalom is one of 

- the saddest and most deplorable in Scripture. (1) 
He was a man of unusual advantages, (2) yet one of 
unbridled temper (13:28, 29), (3) unrestrained van- 
ity (15:1), (4) unbounded ambition (15:4), (5) 
unprincipled heart (15:5, 7). In view of all these 
things, it is not surprising that he came to an un- 
timely end, as in the passage selected for this les- 
son (18: 1-15). (3) 

2. Young People and Adults: Elements of Weak- 
ness in David’s Character. It is almost impossible to 
believe that the man who had shown such a splendid 
spirit and such true loyalty to God in early days and 
during a great part of his reign should have fallen so 
low. He is an illustration of the well-known phrase, 
“The corruption of the best is the worst.” These are 
perhaps the elements of weakness which led. to his 
fall: (1) He was personally sensual, which led to 
treachery and deceit, because no ‘sin is, as a rule, 
alone. As Browning says, we have to “pay the price 
of lies by being compelled to lie on still.” (2) With 
this was a very serious weakness in connection with 
his own children. He does not seem to have ruled 
his household well, and it is probable that for a great 
deal of the time Absalom had no home life, while his 
father’s moral failure gave him an opportunity. to 
develop a nature whigh only needed such an eccasion 
to express its essential character. (3) But every- 
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thing at the base is due to the fact that David was a 
backslider at this time, and had not es kept God 
first. If he had only been true to , there would 
have been strength instead of weakness in his dealing 
with his children, and purity instead of sin in his 
heart and life. (4) as 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text solemnly states that “whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall he also reap.” And yet we 
know that the story of David is also a wonderful 
illustration of divine grace. Even the sowing and 
reaping may be associated with the grace of God in 
his dealings with his children, 

1. Grace Reveals. It was God’s- love that sent 
Nathan to David to show him the wrong he had done. 

2. Grace Reproves., By the same grace, David was 
condemned, and the results of his sin were indicated 
and brought about. 

Grace Restores. God did not leave his servant in 
his sin and misery, but brought him back to the true 
position again, and although David’s life was neces- 
sarily marked deeply and permanently with all these 
treubles and sorrows, we are sure that by the grace 
of God he was given once more the opportunity of 
ais God as fis forgiving, loving, and restoring 

aviour. 


V. Leading Questions 


What bearing has the phrase “a man after God’s 
own heart” on this part of the story? 


Why was Absalom so disloyal and treacherous? 
How may we account for Joab’s action? 


_ What is taught here as to the connection. between 
sin and sorrow? 


What were the outstanding weaknesses of David’s 
character ? 


What marks of genuine life in David were shown 
at this time? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
We 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis; A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ILLUSTRATION.—Absiract or 
spiritual truth should be made cleargby concrete 
illustration. 











5 payers experiences are illustrative of princi- 
ples of life which are divinely given and uni- 
versal in their application. ime AL does not ex- 
empt one from the working.of these divine laws, and 
Jehovah did not repeal them in the interest of the 
man after his own heart. Let the class itself have 
the privilege of suggesting the truths or laws which 
are illustrated in the experience of David. The 
Golden Text suggests the law of the harvest, which 
will naturally occur to one who meditates on the 
sins and sorrows of David. Sin and sorrow are 
closely allied, because he who sows the seed of sin 
always sows with it the seed of sorrow, and the two 
gre twin born whether the roof that sheJters them be 
that of a hovel er a palace. 

If David thought to hide his sin, no one had bet- 
ter reason than he to know that while man looks on 
the outward appearance the Lord looks on the heart, 
because his own selection for the kingship had been 
upon this very principle, which God announced to 
Samuel at that time. And when Nathan said, “Thou 
art the man,” he knew that his sin was open be- 
fore the eyes of God. As he listened to the pro- 
noumcement of the man of God, he. realized also hat 
he could not evade the stern working of a law formu- 
lated in a later day, but inwrought from the very 
beginning into the fabric of the world we know,— 
the wages of sin is death. 

David’s sad experience *with Absalom was not the 
less distressing to him because he knew well that it 
was but in accordance with God’s law of inheritance, 
announced from Sinai. Not he alone must suffer for 
his violation of God’s law, but also the boy he loved 
all too unwisely. The sins of the fathers come down 
aoe the generations — and the virtues also, thank 

od. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HE consciousness that they were the Lord’s mes- 

sengers inspired the Hebrew prophets with an un- 
faltering courage. The picture of Nathan before 
David is one of the finest in the history of the Old 
Testament prophets. Peter Cartwright, the Methodist 
circuit rider, preaching in Nashville on one occasion 
when Andrew Jackson was present, was warned by the 
pastor not to say anything that would offend the 
President of the United States. “If Andrew Jackson 
does not repent,” cried Cartwright to the congrega- 
tion, by way of heeding the warning, “and believe in 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, God will damn his soul as 
quick as he would that of a Guinea Negro.” We 
to-day are not prophets, but we have a sure word of 
prophecy (2 Peter 1: 19) to witness to. Are we as true 
and courageous as Nathan? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


Apples of Sodom 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


IN is, everywhere and always, a Dead Sea fruit. 

It may have its inviting exterior, and be pleas- 

ant to the eyes; but it is dust and hollowness 
in: the mouth. Indeed, it is worse than dust and 
hollowness; it is poison, and misery, and death. Both 
David and Absalom made the mournful discovery. 


We think of the father, first of all. 

Strange —is it not? —to read those dark and lurid 
things of the man after God’s own heart. The hide- 
ous wrong committed against both Bathsheba and 
Uriah; and then the long drawn-out tragedy of the 
rebel and prodigal son — we-had not expected to find 
such blots on the escutcheon of Jehovah’s anointed 
king, or such rifts within the lute to spoil the music 
of the sweet psalmist of Israel. They warn us that 
no one, even the saintliest and most gifted, is secure 
in his own strength, and that he who thinks he stands 
is on the edge of a precipice and is sure to fall. Look- 
ing at David, we can see some of the weak places 
in his character. There was that sensitive high- 
strung, passionate poet-nature of his, exposing him in 
a peculiar degree to the assaults of temptation from 
the side of bodily appetite. There was his absorp- 
tion in public affairs, in military campaigns and en- 
terprises, and in the gradual consolidation of his 
kingdom, leading to the neglect ofthe ordering of 
his own household. There was the tendency to 
favoritism within the circle of the home itself, the 
preferring of one child over another, which is in- 
variably fraught with mischief and trouble. I remem- 
ber once hearing a great historical scholar say that 
his study of the past had convinced him that more 
grievous harm had been wrought by the errors of 
the good than by the wickednesses of the bad. What 
an admonition it is to men and women of God, to 
cease absolutely from themselves, and to trust in 
His sustaining and sanctifying grace, morning and 
noon and night! (1) 


Then we think of the son. 

_.In Absalom’s case there is a steady descensus 
Averni. It begins in the foolish independence which 
resents all government and restraint; and passes into 
the unbridled selfishness that considers nothing but 
its own advantage and applause; and ends in the 
reckless revolt against the tenderest and_ strongést 
motives of duty and affection. His pitiful record 
has its special message for our own time, when the 
young seem partieularly ready to throw off the salu- 
tary yoke of their elders. Their manners appear to 
them old-fashioned; their tastes are out-of-date; 
their opinions are regarded as obsolete and unwork- 
able in the world of the present. So the children be- 
come the censors and judges of their fathers. and 
mothers. They dislike the antique virtues of rever- 
ence and submission,-and take their own wilful road. 
It is a perilous liberty, and a license which may 
terminate in moral and spiritual ryin. No more pa- 
thetic story is to be found in- American annals than 
that of Cotton Mather’s firstborn son, Increase. 
“Suppose,” the father writes in his Diary, “that a 
child of my singular love and hope should so fall 
into sin, that there may be terrible cause to fear lest 
he prove a castaway.” And, eight years later, comes 
this entry, with its reiteration of David’s lament in 
the chamber over the gate: “My son Increase is lost, 
is dead, is gone. The ship whereas he was bound 
from Barbados to St. Peter’s is perished in the sea. 
Ah. my son Increase! My son, my son! My head 
is warm, and my eyes are a fountain ef tears. I am 
overwhelmed!” God make and keep all young souls 
simple, respectful, obedient, loving, and devout. (2) 


Lastly, we think of God. 

Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from 
thine house —perhaps we find it difficult to imagine 
God speaking in tones like these. But he does. There 
is fiery law in him just as there is fervent love. We 
see it in the world he has made.. If it is a world filled 
with beauty and bounty, it is filled no less with fore- 
boding and alarm; lightning, earthquake, and vol- 
cano work their havoc in it, and the strong prey upon 
the weak, and mystery and sadness and strife are 
everywhere. We see it in our lives, which he con- 
trols. Mercy is uppermost; but the winds of sorrow 
are sharp, and the rod, even in the Father’s hand, 
cuts and wounds our flesh. We see it, most of all, in 
the person of Christ, his dear Son. That he should 
provide such a Saviour for- us is grace at its rich- 
est; but then through what deep waters, and along 
what stony paths, the Saviour must search for you 
and me! None knows so well as Jesus Christ both 
the goodness and the severity of God. Therefore do 
not let us forget that there are inflexible rigors in 
him from whom ios | fatherhood in Heaven and 
on earth is named. o not let us diminish by a 
hair’s breadth his passion for righteousness, or reckon 
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him careless towards our disobedience. 
If we are conscious of no austerities in 
him, we shall be apt to lose our dread of 
sin, our impulse to. prayer, and our 
clinging dependence. We shall grow 
remiss and slack, “and rot to nothing at 
the next great thaw.” (2) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. } 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Old Mr. Sin.—The sword shall never 
depart from thy house, because thou 
hast despised me oes e- The other 
day Burton Holmes and I stood in the 
fighting top of a battleship as it made 
its way at top speed through the high 
sea. very minute it seemed as if we 
would go under, as tons upon tons of 
water poured over.our bow. But the 
captain on the bridge*below just laughed 
the kind of a laugh Uncle Billy laughs 
when the Belle of Brandywine, Jr., 
picks up her ears and her legs and tries 
to “show off.” So long as the water 
does not get inside the ship Old Ocean 
can hump himself all he wants to, and 
the sailors just grin and rather like it. 
Sin can go ramping and roughing up 
and down the street and up and down 
the creek and look “ugly” and danger- 
ous, but it is only when some “David” 
lets it get into his heart and into his 
family that the “sword” gets in its deadly 
work. David lived a good many years 
ago, and by standards different from 
those of to-day, but’ you will please 
note Old Mgr. Sin is the same mean 
trouble-maker and man killer. Though 
all the world may change Old Mr. Sin 
wears the same style clothes, speaks the 
same language, and raises the same hell 
he always has done (Psa. 9:17; Luke 
16: 23). I am in Boston. We have just 
passed a camouflaged destroyer at the 
Navy Yard Dock. It looks like a circus 
horse, but it would be none the less 
deadly for a German U-boat on that ac- 
count. So don’t you fellows let some 
half-baked college professor camouflage 
Old Mr, Sin for you. David for a mo- 
ment lost his grip on God and his grip 
on himself, and then there was “the 
devil to pay.” 


The Camerons.— Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man ... . Absalom 
(18:5). “Be easy with the boy.” The 
boy who was bringing death to brave 
men, and turmoil to a fair land, and 
heart-break to a fond father. A_ nice 
thing to handle “gently,” that! But a 
father is a father. Remember, we pray 
over and over “Our Father, who art in 
heaven.” When a man becomes a “king,” 
with great resources, he creates a great 
responsibility for his children. t is 
hard for a “king’s” own son to walk 
the strait and narrow. It is so easy to 
“touch” Dad for what you want instead 
of deserving it by working and saving 
and denying for it (Prov. 29:17; 1 
Tim, 3:4). Last Saturday we motored 
tp to Old Donegal Church, founded in 
1722. It is surrounded by the Cameron 
farms, and the big spring that bubbles 
up under the trees in the church yard 
runs through Don Cameron’s front yard. 
When Senator Cameron was at the be- 

inning of his political career his old 
ather, Simon Cameron, said, “I had an 
advantage my son did not have.” “And 
what was that?” asked the Farmers’ 
Club. “The advantage of starting poor,” 
replied’ the wise old man. Lincoln’s first 
Secretary of War told them he had 
worked on the farm all summer for the 
money, and then walked ten miles to buy 
his first geography, “that I might know 
something.” The original Cameron was 
shaped by poverty’s pressure under the 
label of Old Donegal Church. 


Riding the Mule.—The mule that was 
under him went on (v. 9). What do 
you know about mules? Ever see Jake 
Beaumont shoe one of Dick Strode’s 
mules? Better’n a circus, wasn’t it? 
Well, when you get up on a mule for 
any deviltry just remember that when 
you are fast by the head it is no use to 
yell “whoa,” for Old Long Ears will 
never heed you, and he will go on and 
leave you hanging tight and fast in your 
wickedness kicking like a slippery eel 
en a hook. Absalom apparently was 
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a Beau Brummel, and in his day hair was 
a man’s glory as it is to-day a woman’s 
glory. lease note that when he got 
into wicked ways that which was his 
glory and charm became his. undoing. 
Have you ever known a girl who when 
she let go of God found that her grace 
and beauty became her undoing, and one 
day the “mule” passed on and let her 
hang? Have you ever known a young 
man whose good-fellowness and win- 


| someness became his undoing when he let 


go of God, and one day the “mule” 
assed on? Well, I have known both. 
have seen the boy at the Onyx-Mahog- 
any “barreled up to the neck.” And I 
have later seen him hanging where the 


Why is it that so often the worst drunk- 
ard when he is sober is one of the most 
affable and agreeable fellows in town? 
A young feilow’s very popularity is his 
peril when he is not safely held in God’s 
great hand. Not a single one of the hun- 
dreds of fellows I meet in jails ever 
expected that “old mule” to “went on” 
(Num. 32:23). (1) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of August 29, “Beginnings of 

Solomon’s Reign” (1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15), 
will be found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and wil be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. The Pulpit Commentary on 1 Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; 
sold only in sets), Vol. 5 of Dr. A. B. Simp- 
son’s “God in the Bible” (Alliance Publish- 
ing Co., New York, $1), Dr. C. S. Robinson’s 
“From Samuel te Solomen” (American Tract 
Society, $1). The Annotated Bible, by A. C. 
Gaebelein, Vol. 2, “Joshua to Chronicles” 
(Our Hope Publishing Co., New York, $1.50). 

II. The topic for young people is “True 
Wisdom and How te Get It.” True wisdom 
often has little te do with mere knowledge. 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” Selomon chose that true wisdom, 
and received the resultant blessing. Again, 
in another sense, “God hath chosen the fool- 
ish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and Ged hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to comfeund the things which 
are mighty.” In this cennection, there is a 
charming book, “Simples from the Master’s 
Garden,” by Annie Trumbull Slosson, con- 
taining a group of seven stories about some 
who were counted “foolish” but were rich 
in the simple faith they possessed (The Sun- 
day School Times Cempany, Philadelphia, $1 
postpaid). 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou dost understand the father heart. Thou 
knowest how earthly fathers who walk not 
in the counsel of the ungodly greatly desire 
thy good gifts for their sons. We pray that 
thou wilt give each man who has a ‘son 
in this school a keen sense of his obligation 
in the wise trairling of that son; and wilt 
thou give all ef us whe are sons to-day 
a quickened sense of loyalty and devotion 
as we remember how much our earthly father 
counts upon us. May we, one and all, build 
up memories and habits that shall make life’s 
course happier and straighter for those who 
come after us. Forgive our waywardness. 
Forgive us for ever having laid burdens upon 
others because of our sin, and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness, enabling us to meet 
each day’s privileges and duties with a glad 
heart and a free mind because of thy grace 
and power working out through us. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“You are very 
much like your father,” said an older 
man to a boy. “Perhaps he is,” said the 
father, who was standing by, “but I hope 
he will get on in spite of that.” That 
is just how many a father feels as he 
remembers his own wrong-doing in God’s 
sight, his own blunders, his owh wilful- 
ness, But, thank God, a boy does not 
have to be like the father who hasn’t 
been the kind of man he wants his boy 
to be. No boy ought to think of hiriself 
as limitéd by his father’s goodness, or 
his father’s lack of goodness. God deals 





with us one by one in his loving plans 
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Some fellows spoil a 
good start by making a bad finish, and 
others who have had a bad start make 
a glorious finish, We sometimes quote 
that Golden Text with a gloomy. shake 
of the head. Will you repeat the text? 
Yes; “whatsoever!” And you, whoever 
you are, will do the sowing and the 
reaping. And the glorious truth in that 
text is this: that the sowing of good 
seed enables you to reap a good harvest! 
That verse has tremendous encourage- 
ment in it for every one of us. Our trust 
is not in father or grandfather, but in 
One who has infinite wisdom and power 
at our disposal. Boys, will you trust 
= to make you all that you ought to 


for our best life. 


“mule” left him, ready for Joab’s spear. | be 
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REAPING (xOOD fianvest 


WHAT SHALL THE HARVEST BE? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” 
“O day .of rest and gladness.” 
“Out of my bondage, srrow, and night.” 
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me.” 
“Just as I am, without one plea.” 
“There’s no love to me like the love of Jesus.” 
“What a.Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“God be with you till we meet again.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Script te, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 130:1-8 (263 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 153-169 (246 : 1-3). 
Psalm 142:1-7 (286 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-8 (128 : 1-3). 
Psalm 140: 1-13 (282 : 1-3). 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
ciycular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this- department.* One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars’ for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15¢ words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good._ 


“Thinking for Himself.” —Wherefore 
hast thou despised the word of Jehovah? 
(2 Sam. 12:9.) The New York Eve- 
ning Sun has been publishing some in- 
teresting letters on Spiritism. One reader, 
named Hardingham, pointed out what the 
Scriptures say about Spiritism, and their 
condemnation of it. Another reader, in 
comment on this letter, says: “Mr. Hard- 
ingham is indubitably a most devout 
Christian. He does not think for him- 
self; the Bible, in which he has a most 
abiding faith, thinks for him.”—From 
Editorial in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by W. G. Irving, Westmount, P. 
Q., Can. (1) 


When God Does It.—Jehovah also 
hath put away thy sin (v. 13). A woman 
came some time ago to a minister’s 
house with a handful of sand. “You’ve 
been talking to us, sir, about our sins. 
See! Do you know what this means?” 
The minister looked at the sand in her 
hand. “Not exactly,” he said. “That,” 
said the woman, bursting into a flood of 
tears, “is like the multitude of my sins; 
there’s no counting them, just like these 
grains of sand here.” “Where did you 
get the sand?” asked the minister. “Just 
down on the beach by the beacon,” she 
replied. “Then go back to the beacon 
and build handfuls of sands, more and 
more than you have there; build a high 
mound, and then wait for the tide to 
touch it. Then you will know what 
will happen to your sins. The blood of 
Christ will wash them away.”—From the 
Sunday Circle. Sent by the Rev. W. 
Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. (2) 


Worth Considering.—Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap 





(Continued on the next page) 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ABSALOM A DISHONOR, 
TO His FATHER, 


KR, 


2, Som M4. 25,26. 





Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Jetts elected to put the emphasis in this 
lesson upon Absalom as a notable example 
of the fateful career and tragic end of a 
disloyal son. Te be sure, God made use 
of all this to punish David for his wicked 
treatment of brave Uriah, and it would be 
well to make that clear, but here also is 
a fine opportunity to teach filial piety and 
the sad consequences of an opposite course. 
Absalom, a prince endowed with everything 
a true prince could wish; “from the sole -of 
his foot to the crown of his head,” a perfect 
specimen of physical manhood; possessing 
the good will of everybody and the high 
favor of his father, the king— surely never 
another boy had better reason for walking 
straight and honoring his father’s love! But 
Absalom yielded to an ambition which carried 
him beyond the bounds of reason and dis- 
cretion. He broke the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, ninth, and tenth commandments, and 
the breaking of the fifth was the beginning 
of it all. 

Clip scenes, paste on cardboard, and dis- 
tribute to pupils with request te come pre- 
pared to describe them as the numbers are 
called. Teacher will “fill in” as the story 
proceeds, to impress the inevitable sad end- 
ing of such a course as Absalom’s was. 











Lesson for August 15 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 : 1-18 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


(Golden Lag = Said a member of a 
church near Philadelphia the other day: 
“I was talking to a colored man whom 
I was examining for insurance. I asked 
him, ‘Do you Grink alcoholic liquors?’ 
He answered, ‘No, I can’t say I does; 
and I can’t say I doesn’t. But I never 
done drink to success.’” Did any one 
ever “sin to success”? —Adapted from 
the Expositor. Sent by the Kev. T. De 
Courcy Rayner, Watford, Ont., Can. 
The prize (a this week is awarded to 
this illustration. 


What He Sold.—Whatsoever a man|}, 


soweth, that shall he also reap (Golden 
Text). A man stole a spare tire from 
an automobile standing on the street. 
The owner promptly reported to the 
Police office, and shortly after the thief 
walked into a second-hand store to sell 
his booty to find himself greeted by an 
officer who was waiting for him. “He 
went in to sell the tire and he sold him- 
self,” remarked one who was speakin 
of the clever capture—From Onward. 
soe W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 


Reaping What She Sowed.—W hatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap (Golden Text). Dr. Hu King Eng, 
a Chinese woman doctor, while a student 
in Ohio Wesleyan University won many 
girl students to Christ. The mother of 
one of the girls said, “Little did I think 
when I was giving money for the work 
in China that a Chinese girl would come 
to this country and be the means of 
leading my daughter to Christ.”—From 
‘Notable Women of Modern China,” by 
Margaret E. Burton. Sent by Leslie E. 
Dunkin, Kokomo, Ind. 


The Mustang’s Curve.—Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap 
(Golden Text).—When the Indian hunts 
the mustang or wild horse of the prairie, 
he never follows him in a direct line, 
for he knows he cannot overtake him. 
But he notices the almost insensible de- 
flection of his victim from the straight 
line, and crosses the arc of flight as 
the string crosses the bow, with the cer- 
taintv of meeting him at the point of 
attachment, though it may be fifty miles 
away. The horse runs in a gigantic 
curve, the hunter in a straight line, and 
at the spot where the lines cross stands 
the Indian, lasso in hand, ready for his 
prey. So retribution is sure to meet 
the unrepentant sinner who swerves 
from the right path—iFrom the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 





[ Department Helps 








. The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


| Soe TEACHING.—Dishonor to par- 
ents causes trouble. 


Note.4~The memory verse suggested 
for the Primary is in sharp contrast 
with the teaching of the story material 
—that a wicked son, like Absalom, 
makes a sad father. Proverbs 15:20 
suits better with the lesson for August 
29, about Solomon. The fifth command- 
ment is substituted for to-day. 

A drawing on the blackboard, or the 
sides of two small pasteboard boxes 
on the table may indicate Jerusalem and 
Mahanaim, the two cities with walls 
and gates, connected with to-day's story. 


Lesson Story.—Not only to Jonathan’s 
son was King David kind; but to his 
own sons, of whom he had many. Per- 
haps he was too kind, for some of them 
became spoiled and selfish, and caused 
him much sorrow. A wise son maketh 
a glad father, but a wicked son makes 
a sad father. 

All the sons of a king are princes. 
They know that when the king dies one 
of them will be king in his place. One 
of God’s commands teaches: Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days may 
be long in the land whieh the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. Even princes should 
honor their father, the king, as long as 
he lives. 

Among David’s sons was Prince Ab- 
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salom, tall and handsome, with a won- 
derful head of hair. People turned to 
look at him as he passed. He had chariots 
and horsemen with fifty runners to cleay 
the way before him. He was a favor- 
ite prince, and made friends among the 
people. 

Yet Prince Absalom did not honor his 
father as he should. He knew that King 
David was growing old, so he ‘planned 
to be chosen king while his father was 


.yet living. 


Absalom made friends easily. He 
often stood by the city gate to greet 
the people who passed in or out. When 
e found out what they wanted he said, 
If I were king I would do what you 
want. After a while he thought he had 
made enough friends to choose him to 
be king instead of his father. Absalom 
sent messengers with trumpets to call 
these friends to meet him, but not in 
Jerusalem where his father ved. Many 
came, so Absalom told them his plan, 
to which they agreed. 

A friendly messenger carried the news 
to King David that Absalom, his son, 
was coming to Jerusalem to proclaim 
himself king. David was grieved, but 
he said, We will not stay and fight 
lest we bring sorrow and suffering upon 
the people. We will leave the city be- 
fore Absalom comes. ; 

The sad procession went ‘through the 
city gate, down the hill, and along the 
road toward the Jordan river, where 
they waited, because David had some 
friendly messengers in Jerusalem who 
promised to bring him word of what 
Absalom should do. 

After a while these messengers came 
and told King David that Prince Ab- 
salom did come to Jerusalem, and had 
decided to follow his father to fight a 
battle. Then David and his followers 
crossed the Jordan and traveled through 
the forest country.to Mahanaim, where 
they waited to learn what Absalom would 
do. Friends of King David sent pres- 
ents of meat and grain for him and his 
men. - 

Prince Absalom did follow. David’s 
soldiers were divided into three bands. 
David wanted to go himself to the bat- 
tle, but his people would not let him. 
To each commander as he went forth, 
David said, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, Absalom. Then 
David watched and waited by the city 
gate for news from the battlefield. 

The battle took place in the woods. 
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While Prince Absalom rode on his mule 
through the forest, his. head caught in 
the branches of an oak tree. The mule 
walked on and left him hanging there 
until some soldiers saw him and killed 
him. Captain Joab blew a trumpet as 
a signal for victory. They put Absalom’s 
body in a pit in the woods and covered 
it with stones, 

King David still waited for news by 
the city gate. Two swift runners car- 
ried the message about Absalom’s death. 
As David turned and climbed the steps 
to the room over the city gate, his heart 
seemed broken, for the people heard him 
cry out: Oh, my son, Absalom! my son! 
my son, Absalom! Would God I had 
sot for thee! O Absalom! my son! my 
son 

If Prince Absalom had honored his 
father he might have lived to be an old 
man. Because he dishonored his father 
his life was cut short. 

Let each child write and repeat: Honor 
thy father and thy mother. 


Peoria, Ix. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught Thies Week 
1. The story of David’s sin. 

2. The story of David’s repentance, 
3. The story of David’s sorrow. 











AID a silver-crowned saint, one 

whose face shines with the joy time 
only brightens, one who has been guid- 
ing youth for many long years as teacher 
and friend, “It seems to me, as I look 
back, that I love most those girls and 
boys whose faults and sins remove them 
from the possibility of admiration, be- 
cause they need me most—they need 
love most.” This is Christ-like love, 
and indeed her love for all young people 
has been so warm and generous and 
true, so like the Master’s own for sin- 
ing Peter and John and Paul and Mar- 
tha, that she has led them by scores to 
him who is her Saviour. Can we lead 
our girls to a vision of God’s love for 
David, whose sin, in such a noble life, 
is one of the shocks youth finds it hard 
to meet in the Bible record? (1) 


1. Do not gloss over the story of 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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David’s hideous sin, which is summed 
up for us in the first verse of the les- 
son passage (2 Sam. 12:9, 10). For 
our “movie-crazed” young people this 
story holds nothing new except God's 
attitude of utter condemnation of such 
sin, and its full and sorrowful results. 
These truths the movies seldom if ever 
emphasize. Pray that you may tell 
this story of a noble man’s temptation 
and fall through the channel of his own 
greatest gift, his love and appreciation 
of the beautiful, as Nathan told to 
David himself the story of the ewe-lamb, 
so as to arouse quick and complete con- 
demnation for the sin; but help them to 
feel God’s infinite mercy towards such 
a sinner. (2 : 

The occasion of David’s sin is found 
in the first verse of 2 Samuel 11—he 
was loitering away from his post of duty 
or he would never have been tempted by 
the sight of Bathsheba’s surpassing 
beauty. But the cause for his sin was 
his weakness at his point of highest de- 
velopment. Where we are strong there 
we are weak, without Christ, as truly 
as “when I am weak then am I strong” 
in Christ. The wretched details of the 
story hurry along from bad to worse, 
—adultery, deception, hypocrisy, lies, 
betrayal, murder, 2 Samuel 11: 2-272, 
and there note well the abrupt change 
in the second clause of that last verse: 
“But the thing that David had done dis- 
pleased Jehovah.” The king’s conduct 
is to be measured by the standard of 
God’s righteousness (3) 


2. Having yourself brought the story 
to this point, entrust Nathan’s matchless 
parable to one of your thoughtful girls, 
making sure she does not miss his fear- 
less rebuke to the king, “Thou art the 
man,” with David’s instant confession 
and repentance, “I have sinned against 
Jehovah.” The depth and genuineness 
of that repentance can only be realized 
by a close study of Psalms 32 and 51, 
the first at least having been written out 
of that year of silent misery over his se- 
cret sin, the latter when the relief of 
forgiveness had come. Certainly the 
teacher must study these to teach this 
lesson at all adequately. They convince 
us that David’s heart was set on God’s 
standard for his life, despite his com- 
plete failure to meet it in this case, and 
that when confession is honest and re- 
pentance is whole-hearted God’s forgive- 
ness. is complete. 


3. But the results, to David and to 
others? It is a part of that.very infinite 
mercy that the results of sin are life- 
long, age-long, darkening many a life; 
sometimes, as in David’s case, bringing 
the crowned head in sorrow to his grave, 
for without this restraint upon us, where 
would our selfish sin lead us to? 

The story of Absalom’s rebellion 
should be thoroughly prepared, so that 
it may be told clearly in five minutes, as 
one of the results of David’s sin. It 
need not be told in detail, but take it to 
its pitiful conclusion that none of its 
force as an example of the result of 
sin be lost (2 Sam. 18: 19-33). Make 


vivid David’s heart-broken sorrow over ~ 


Absalom’s death, his father-heart cry- 
ing out for this handsome son who had 
so treacherously “stolen the hearts of 
the men of Israel” from their loyalty 
to their own king. “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” was as 
true in David’s and Absalom’s lives as 
when Paul penned those words a thou- 
sand years later. Are they true to-day? 
in your life? (4) 


Home Study 


Make a written list of the traceable 
results in David’s family, of his sin. 
mae Longfellow’s “Chamber Over the 

ate.” 


ATLANTA, GA. 
ee 


Victorious Life Hymns is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The game which came near 
blowing up in the seventh inning. 

Discussion: Bible characters who were 
“good,” but who committed some out- 
breaking sin—Noah, Abram, Jacob, 
Moses, David, Peter. Why does the 
Bible tell both the good and the bad? 
How is the Bible different in this re- 
spect from biographies, as a rule? Who 
is the one Perfect Character in the 
Bible? 

Objective: The wages of sin is death 
(Rom. 6 : 23). A fool despiseth his father’s 
instruction: but he that regardeth re- 
proof is prudent (Prov. 15 : 5). 











AY, fellows, have you heard the 

sorrowful news about David? Too 
bad! Just as we wersbeginning to think 
David, with his fine manly ways, his 
love for God’s honor, for God's ark, 
his bravery, his fairness and kindness — 
just as we were thinking he would make 
a clean record to the end of the game, 
now here comes an awful flunk! 

It’s kind of like when the score is 2 
to 0, in favor of the home team, and we 
are feeling good —then all of a sudden 
in the seventh inning the boys go all to 
pieces, and let the other side put four 
men across the plate. 

Strange how David fumbled and played 
badly when he had had,.such a long 
winning streak, but so it must ever be 
when you get the idea you're “it” and 
can’t slip. David let down, and away 
down. Fellows, would you believe it 
if it were not in the Bible —he broke 
all the commandments from the sixth 
to the tenth, inclusive. God says what- 
soever a man sows, that shall he also 
reap. David sowed the wind and reaped 
the whirlwind. Absalom, his son, com- 
mitted all the sins his father did, and 
added some, for he broke the fifth com- 
mandment also, and broke his father’s 
heart. (1) 

David was very fond of Absalom, 
and would have done anything for him, 
but that boy didn’t appreciate it. He was 
a good-looking chap; the girls admired 
him, and a lot of foolish fellows hung 
around him, flattered him, and made him 
vain. 

Absalom had the big-head. If there 
is a sorry sight upon earth it is a fel- 
low that is stuck on himself. Absalom 
was conceited and proud. He wanted 
even to be king in place of his father, 
and was unwilling to wait for what 
would have come in due time. , Many a 
fellow spills the beans by being un- 
willing to wait. He ruins his best chance 
by trying to pick the fruit before it is 
ripe. If there is ever a time when pa- 
tiénce is golden it is in the time of youth. 
A boy wants to stop studying and train- 
ing, and take a short-cut to fame and 
success. It is usually a bad mistake. (2) 

Absalom’s blunder was fatal. He tried 
to land on his father’s throne by treach- 
ery; he landed in a tree, caught by his 
head. He thought to win a crown; he 

ot three hot darts between the ribs 

rom Joab. He planned to have a pile of 

wealth quickly gained, but by the end 
of the week his handsome form was 
buried deep beneath a pile of rocks. Ever 
afterward when an Israelite passed that 
monument of dishonor, he picked up a 
stone and cast it upon the heap to show 
his contempt for the memory of a dis- 
loyal son. (3) 

Oh, fellows, the tragic day of a boy’s 
life is when he decides to throw over 
a good father. No matter what prize 
is offered. It may be to get more liberty; 
it may be to escape restraint or rebuke, 
but it is a bad trade at best. Ordinarily 
a boy’s best man friend is his father. 
If this does not seem to be the case, 
usually it is because the son won’t allow 
it. Many a father longs, like David, 
for his boy’s confidence and companion- 
ship. Many a boy could have in his 


father the finest chum imaginable, if 
he would give his father a chance to 
show him what a real chum is. 
Fellows, let’s give Dad some of that fine 
Scout loyalty and watch him warm up 
He may have some ideas you don’t 


to it. 
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exactly see through, but he is the best 
sport of the whole lot. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

Read the parable Jesus spoke to show 
maine readiness to forgive (Luke 15: 
11-32). 

Find out what Judas did when he real- 
ized his great sin. 

What did Peter do when he denied 
Christ? 

New York Ciry. 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles MclIlvaine’s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company for $1. 


. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





August 22. Receiving Praise and Giving It. 

. Rom. 1:8; 1 Thess. 1 : 2-10. 

August 29. The Beauties and Wonders of 
God’s World. Psa. 65 : 1-13. (An outdoor 
meeting.) 

September 5. What Christ Does for the 
Christian. John 15 : 1-8, 14-16. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

September 12. A Great Miracle and Its Les- 
sons. Mark 2: 1-12, 


Sunday, August 15 
Lessons from the Poets 
(Exod. 15: 1-11) 


Mon.—A Poet of Love (Song of Solomon 7: 
10-13; 8:6, 7). The Song of Solomon is 
Solomon’s love story, but it is also a type 
of God’s love story. Solomon takes a wild, 
hill-raised, browned-by-the-sun maiden and 
brings her as his wife to his banqueting 
table. This is the love story of God, that 
through the coming,.of Jesus for us he 
takes us from eur country of sin to himself 
in the glory, by his work of such matchless 
love. 


Tues.—A Poet of Sorrow (Lam. 1: 1-11). 
Surely the Book of Lamentations is the 
love story of God and the sorrow of God 
for his people, Israel, whom he is chasten- 
ing. He speaks this sorrow by the Holy 
Spirit through the heart of Jeremiah. 


Wed.—A Poet of Nature (Psa. 148: 1-14). 
The Psalms are filled with the poetry of 
nature, the heavens declaring the glory of 
God and the earth showing his handiwork. 
What a beautiful word for the intricate 
working of the delicate, artistic hand of 
God! What a genius is God! Let your own 
soul go out in praise and in poetry to such 
a great being, who can work so minutely 
and yet so majestically. 

Thurs.—A Poet of Pain (Job 3:1-26). Job is 
truly a poem of pain. Would that all 
Christians might take pain as Job did. He 
allowed all that happened to him to show 
him God, whom he had previously heard 
by the hearing of the ears, but whom he 
finally saw. and then cried, “I abhor my- 
self.” Most poetry leads us to love our- 
selves, but the poetry of pain properly 
read will lead us where it led Job. 

Fri—A Poet of Faith (Psa. 130:1-8). The 
Psalms are everywhere filled with the poetry 
of faith. The reading of the Psalms 
makes melody in the heart and exalts God 
above the depressing things and the 
things which make doubt. Take the Psalms 
into your closet of prayer with you. 

Sat.—Jesus, the Poet (Matt. 6: 25-30). The 
portion of Scripture in Matthew 6: 25-30 is 
indeed a marvellous poem. Are there any 
more beautiful words anywhere than “Even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of thesé”? If all that men can put 
upon themselves cannot adorn them above 
the adornment of God for a lily, what an 
incentive it should be to every child of 
God to accept the adorning of Christ! 
Self-effort and struggle as adornment are 
indeed in this case like ‘painting a lily. 
Let it be Jesus Christ and Christ only, in 
us and on us. 


fe Scripture for to-day’s lesson is 
a poem of exultation sung by Moses 
and the children of Israel on the farther 
bank of the Red Sea. It is a song of de- 
liverance, a song of triumph, a song of 
the mighty hand of God, a song of 
the supernatural, a song of rest in the 
Lord, a song of the all-sufficiency of 
God, a song of the faithfulness of 
God. 

All of God’s prophets and writers 
break out into poetry, as they catch the 


vision of the marvels of our God. All 
the experiences of life are revealed in 
the Scripture. Is it love? The greatest 
love poems in the warld are in the Scrip- 
Pture. Is it man for woman? It is in 
the Scripture. Is it woman for man? It 
is in the Scripture. Is it man for man? 
Read David and Jonathan. Is it woman 
for woman? Read Ruth and Naomi. Is 
it man for God or God for man? You 
find it here. Is it for children, a son? 
Listen to David’s cry, “Absalom! O my 
son Absalom!” Is it love for one’s race? 
Read Esther. Indeed it is a volume 
filled with love. 

Is it a poem of sorrow? All the sor- 
rows that ever laid hold upon the hearts 
of men are pictured in this: Book, for 
the depths cf sin are here revealed, and 
sorrow has its greatest sting and bite in 
the curse of sin. 

Is it a poem of nature? Read Moses 
while he draws back the curtain of the 
ages and tells out the working of the 
creating hand of God, which all Science 
has never been able to set aside in any 
detail. Thousands of years before men 
were scientific Moses had it all right, 
David had summed it all up, Job and his 
companions had considered it. The 
glory of the stars and of the earth is the 
poem of this Book. 

Is it a poem of pain? It is nota pilty 
live-happy-ever-afterward story whic 
you find in the Bible. All the pain and 
the suffering, the agony and the remorse, 
which sin brings is clearly pictured. All 
the depths of human depravity are laid 
bare and the cancerous growths of in- 
iquity are laid before our eyes in this 
Book. \ 

Is it a poem of faith? Turn to the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews and read 
its great pungent paragraphs and sing 
its sweet sounding stanzas as all of hu- 
man history is reviewed for men and 
women of faith. 

Listen then at last to the poetry of 
Jesus, who says, “I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermo e.” Here we have the poetry 
of the past, the present, and the future 
from his lips. This is his Book, he is 
the theme of this Book. The poetry is 
all concerning him, for he is the “alto- 
gether lovely” One and the answer*to 
every problem. 


Who is your favorite poet? Why ?— 
We judge that the question is regardin 
the poets of the Bible, and we woul 
naturally, of course, say David. In fact, 
there is no greater poet outside the Bible 
than David. The themes he handled 
were far beyond the themes of other 
poets. The truth which he set forth was 
far more far-reaching and eternal in its 
value than all the poetry of other men. 
His poetry does not while away an idle 
hour, but fills up any moment with great 
thought for meditation. His poetry does 
not heighten the passions, but brings 
forth compassion. 


What great spiritual truth have the 
poets taught you?—There is no truth 
in any of the poets unless they have 
found it in the truth revealed in the 
Word of God. If any poet outside the 
Bible has written a line which remains 
with men in blessing, you. will find that 
same truth set forth in the Word of 
God. All the great themes of life are 
handled by the poets of the Bible. 


What lesson for daily life have you 
learned from the poets?—God’s poets 
in the Bible have all written that we 
might find a lesson for each day of our 
lives and all the day. I have a dear 
Swedish friend who keeps a copy of the 


cabinet-maker. 
his speech is most beautiful and poetic, 
for he has kept the volume there long 
enough to know it now by heart. For 
every problem and every move he has a 
Psalm. The poets may pass, but the 
Psalms will never pass away. 


Moopy CuHuRCH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 
Me 


As everyday neighbors — that is how 
we meet Bible characters in Mr. Hall’s 
charming collection entitled “A Voice in 
the Night and Other Stories.” They will 
be found most useful for readings at 
socials, or church meetings. The book 
may be secured from The Sunday School 








Times Company at $r. 


Psalms on his ——— pe is | tussocks half covered with new grass, 
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Children at Home 





The Magic Arrow-heads 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


I 


T WAS Midsummer’s Eve and all the 

forces of white magic were abroad. 
Brownies, elves, pyxies, leprachauns, 
fairies of field and forest; it was their 
night of power. With so many spells 
floating about it was no wonder that 
even the Captain began to dabble in 
ong. The deep verandah where he 
gathered the Band was in a mist -of 
moonshine filtering through the green of 
the overshadowing beeches. On_ the 
wide rail he laid before them four 
Indian arrow-heads wonderfully chiseled 
and grooved, the work of forgotten war- 
riors a thousand years dead. One of 

uartz-crystal seemed carved out of ice. 

nother was made of murky black flint. 
A third had been fashioned from milk-: 
white chalcedony, while the last was of 
obsidian, like smoky glass. 

“They are magic arrow-heads,” said 
the Captain impressively. 

“Where did you get them?” inquired 
First Lieutenant Trottie. 

“Never mind,” returned the Captain 
darkly. 

“How do they magic?” chorused the 
rest of the Band. 

“All kinds of ways,” the Captain as- 
sured them. “Keep one of these arrow- 
heads in your pocket, save your money, 
and you'll never die poor. Carry one 
in your mouth so that you can’t talk, 
and walk and listen and learn, and you'll 
know the notes of all the birds. One 
worn around your neck makes you. safe 
from grizzly bears, wolves, panthers, and 
cobras anywhere in this state. Hold one 
in your left hand and look in the right 
re, and you'll find the nest of any 

ird.” 

“IT haven’t any pocket,” said Corporal 
Alice-Palace, the littlest of the Band, 
“but I want one norful.” - 

“So do I,” bellowed Sergeant Henny- 
Penny, while all the other officers of 
the Band expressed similar sentiments. 
As for the privates — there weren’t any. 

“In order to become a member of the 
Order of the Arrow-head,” announced 
the Captain firmly, “it will be necessary 
to find out some important secret of 
the Wild Folk.” 

“How nimportant?” 
Palace. 

“Till be the judge,” explained the Cap- 
tain, 

Began a month of hurryings and 
scurryings. It was First Lieutenant 
Trottie who first qualified. He had rid- 
den on his wheel clear to the edge of 
Wolf Island Marsh, where once a wolf- 
pack made its last stand long before 
the Revolution. As he lay on a little 
ledge of smoky quartz thrust like a 
wedge out into the marsh he could see 
before him miles and miles of rippling 
rushes, stagnant pools, and trembling 
quagmires. The sweet, hot, wild scent 
of the great marsh was in his nostrils, 
compounded of sun and wind and the 
steam of growing things, mixed with 
little puffs of fragrance from flowers 
hidden deep down in the grass. Here 
and there the smooth petals of wild 
roses showed among the rushes like 
coral set in jade. The pale wind-driven 
petals of rue-anemones trembled above 
their trefoil leaves on the sides of burnt 


queried Alice- 


and among the pools marsh-marigolds 
gleamed like gold, and white violets 
showed the nest of umber-brown 
traceries in the center of their petals. 

The shadows began to lengthen and 
across the darkening meadows sounded 
the songs of the field-sparrows. First 
came four minor notes, and then a Icng 
sweet trill like the tinkling of fairy bells. 
Suddenly from over beyond the little 
ridge where the pasture-land met the 
marsh came a sound that sent Trottie 
crawling up to the slope like an Indian 
scout. 

“Bloop! bloop! bloop! bloop!” it thud- 
ded, as if some giant were pounes water 
out of an enormous bottle far under- 
ground. At the very edge of the marsh 
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Lesson for August 15 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 : 1-15 





stood a bird between two and three feet 
high, of a streaked brown color, with a 
black stripe down each side of its neck. 
Even as Trottie watched, the long neck 
was hunched far down between the 
shoulders and then thrust slowly up 
again. As it straightened in sections 
there sounded across the field the same 
thudding, bubbling, watery note. After 
each “bloop” came the click of the 
singer’s long yellow bill as it opened and 
shut, 
thrust straight skywards. 

For a moment the bird stood without 
moving, and then hunching its neck 
stepped stealthily toward the rushes, 
looking exactly like a little old hump- 
backed man as it walked away. Once 
in cover it stood motionless and seemed 
to melt away, so exactly did its color 
blend with the brown sedges and rushes 
where it stood. Through the twilight 
Trottie hurried home, and after supper 
told his story to the Band, who had met 
under the beech tree. When he had 
finished the Captain shook him solemnly 
by the hand, much to his embarrassment. 

“You have learned how an American 
bittern booms,” he .said. “Once there 
was a great naturalist named Thoreau 
who lived night and -t. among the 
wild folk. Yet he died believing that 
a bittern boomed by pumping water 
in and out of its beak. Try now to 


. find a ruffed grouse drumming, or a 


woodcock singing his flight-song in the 
dark. In the meantime—choose!” and in 
the Captain’s outstretched hand: lay the 
four magic arrow-heads. Trottie took 
the black flint. 

“One of the very best,” the Captain 
assured him. “Carry it with you always. 
Be watchful and brave and kind and 
silent, and you will have the freedom 
of the Land of the Wild Folk.” 


(To be continued) 





Books Worth Noting 








The Modern Conflict 
Over the Bible 


This article reviews “The Modern 

Conflict Over the Bible,’ by G. W. 

McPherson. (Sold by the Author, 

34 Saint Andrew’s Place, Yonkers, 
N. Y., $1.25, net.) 


HE purpose of the author, as stated 

in his Preface, is to instruct Chris- 
tian people in regard to the contradic- 
tions between certain modern views of 
the Bible and the faith of the Gospel, 
and at the same time to expose what are 
considered the fallacies of “Modernism” 
in the light of Scripture. The book thus 
comprises a comparative presentation of 
what is generally known as “The New 
Theology” in the light of the Old. It 
is hoped that by its study the ordinary 
man, as well as the scholar, may be 
helped to a proper understanding of the 
questions discussed. 

The first chapter discusses the timely 
and important problem, “How could 
God inspire a book?” This point is often 
raised to-day, and yet the question would 
appear not only unnecessary, but futile, 
for although the men were inspired, it 
is impossible for us to be sure of this 
personal inspiration to-day unless their 
writings were also inspired. ‘This chap- 
ter contains some valuable comments on 
inspiration, to which all students would 
do well to give attention. 

Three chapters deal with various as- 
pects of evidence, including that from 
experience, the one from science, and 
“internal evidences.” These present ar- 
guments of great value_on the inspira- 
tion and authority of Scripture. The 
argument from experience is clearly 
stated and driven home by a personal 
testimony. The conclusion of these 
chapters dealing with the inspiration of 
the Bible is that Modernism denies the 
facts of Scripture because “its mission 
is to tear down, to destroy” (p. 68). 

Five more chapters follow, treating 
of various Christian doctrines, includ- 
ing the death of Christ, the future life, 
the resurrection, the second coming, and 
the judgments, on all of which the dis- 
cussions are clear and forceful. The 
author is able to show, without any diffi- 


until at the final note it was 
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Sankey’ s Life 





Story of the Gospel Hymns 











human interest. 


and then relates the history of about two 


those who heard them sung. 


ence and stir them to real singing. 


posers. $2.00, postpaid. 


RA D. SANKEY, Moody's intimate associate and musical 
partner, is with us no more in person, but he still lives in his 
many Gospel hymns that have become a precious part of our lives. 
ll His biography is full of stiting incident and graphic sory. His songs are pecked full of 


The present volume gives his life story as told by himself a short time before his death, 
hundred famous Gospel hymns — who wrote 
them — the circumstances (often startling) under which they came to be written — where 
and when they were first sung — incidents showing the effects of the songs in the lives of 


The book is crowded with tellable stories — stories that will open the hearts of an audi- 
ingi 410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous sacred com- 
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culty, the inadequacy and iaqgosioliity 
of the theory which makes ou Lord’s 
death only an act intended to influence 
men to repentance and obedience. It is 
refreshing to read the presentation of 
“the old, old story.” 

On Eschatology, the reader is frankly 
advised to say, “I don’t know,” when 
faced with several questions, and also 
to adhere closely to Scripture as the 
only source of knowledge, as distin- 
guished from mere speculation, The 
author’s view of the second coming of 
Christ is premillennial, and his _treat- 
ment emphasizes the spiritual and prac- 
tical force of this great truth. The New 
Testament teaching about the resurrec- 
tion is clearly stated, and the writer 
clearly indicates the impossibility of the 
Modernist’s position that resurrection 
takes place at death. 

The two chapters which close the book 
discuss the Church, first, in its apostolic 
days, and, then, in relation to its mes- 
sage. The early life of the Church is 
illustrated from the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, in which the meaning of Pentecost 
and the supernatural character of the 
Church are well indicated. The mes- 
sage of the Church means the presenta- 
tion of the New Testament Gospel in 
contrast with the Modernist’s message 
of to-day. Here and there the author 
indulges in certain strong expressions 
which are doubtless due to his strong 
feeling, though for his particular pur- 
pose it would probably have been wiser 
to put his view more moderately. Then, 
too, there are some words and phrases 
which are not quite suitable for book 
form, like “rehashed,” “moss-backs,” 
and “knocked into a cocked hat.” There 
are also a few misprints, and errors in 
names, which will doubtless be corrected 
in a new edition, deservedly forthcom- 


ing. . 

But the purpose of the book is admir- 
able, and as a popular presentation *# 
deserves on attention and wide cir- 
culation. The time is long past for any 
mere technical treatment of these sub- 
jects; or for limiting the discussions to 
scholars. The matters are so funda- 
mental and so vitally practical for the 
average Christian life that it is essen- 
tial for ordinary people in our churches 
to be shown what this “modern conflict” 
means, and whither Modernism is really 
tending. It is the great virtue and value 
of the author ta have accomplished this. 
By the study of this book church mem- 
bers will be “helped to arrive at the 
Scriptural and historical understanding 
regarding the momentous questions dis- 
cussed.” In particular, this book should 
be in the hands of all students in theo- 
logical seminaries. 


ve 


The Epistle to the Hebrews (By the 
Rev. W. H. G. Holmes).—Here is an- 
other volume in the series of “Indian 
Church Commentaries,” so-called be- 
cause written by Anglican missionaries 





in India. .The author has provided a 
valuable commentary. His introduction 
is able, clear, and suggestive, and his 
notes on the verses are terse and illumi- 
nating. Even to those who have given spe- 
cial attention to the Epistle the com- 
ments will often be of real value. The 
additional notes appended to several 
chapters are particularly welcome and 
will prove of distinct help and guidance, 
while the almost constant illustrations 
from Indian life will show to us in the 
West how definitely the Epistle bears 
on some of the most vital problems of 


“to-day. 


There is only one serious error in the 
book, and that is the author’s view of 
Christ’s offering as “the one abiding 
sacrifice continually offered in heaven” 
(p. 365). This thought, which domi- 
nates the interpretation of several pas- 
sages is, in the judgment of many, not 
warranted by proper exegesis, and is 
liable to lead, indeed has already led, 
into serious error. It lays the student 
open to that view of Christ as continu- 
ally offering himself in heaven which is 
bound up and is essential to the Roman 
Catholic and similar interpretations of 
the Lord’s Supper.. Hebrews depicts 
Christ as “seated,” and this is not the 
attitude of an offerer, but of one who 
has completed his offering. Christ in 
heaven is not presenting but applying 
his sacrifice. 

Apart from this vital error, the book 
will found valuable in many respects 
as a guide to the thorough knowledge of 
one of the most important parts of the 
New Testamerit. (Macmillan Company, 
$r.60.) 


Prophecy, the War, and the Near East 
(by the Rey. G. Harold Lancaster).— 
It is well known that there are two main 
divisions of prophetic students, Futurist 
and Historical. This book is written from 
the latter standpoint, and therefore re- 
gards the two “little horns” of Daniel 
as meaning the Papacy and Mohamme- 
danism. The line of thought known as 
the year-day theory is of course adopted 
throughout, because it is an essential 
part of the Historical school of inter- 
pretation. As a preseritation of this 
view, the book is decidedly interesting, 
though the purely historical treatment 
of the ‘Papacy and Islam will be found 
by far the most valuable. Like other 
writers of his school, the author shows 
a tendency to see fulfilment in current 
events which are not convincing, while 
there are interpretations of Scripture 
which cannot be called satisfactory. 
Thus, a footnote asks whether it is 
merely a coincidence that “Germany 
adopted the Roman eagle as its emblem, 
and strangely enough that the Kaiser 
was exactly 666 months old in July, 
1914, at the outbreak of the war.” It 
is feared that such suggestions will only 
be met with quiet laughter by those who 
take a really serious view of Scripture. 
But there is an additional difficulty with 
this book which is not usually associ- 
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‘ated with the Historical school. The 
,; author holds the Anglo-Israel theory 
and thus teaches that the stone king- 
dom of Daniel 2 is to be interpreted of 
“redeemed Israel,” that is, England and 
America. This position leads into seri- 
ous inaccuracy as, for instance, where it 
| Says that an alliance has now been 
formed between the British and the 
Americans (p. 65).~ In another place 
he speaks of the British Empire as 
the greatest ever known, because it is “the 
only genuine Christian Empire,” which 
would hardly be endorsed by citizens of 
the United States. There are other in- 
stances of impossible exegesis, and of 
applications which many will regard as 
nothing short of absurd. But the book is 
evidently the fruit of much reading and 
study, and will be read with interest and 
a good deal of profit even by those who 
cannot accept the author’s position and 
conclusions (Marshall Brothers, London, 
popular edition, 4s, net). 


A Commentary on the First Book of 
Samuel (by Loring W. Batten, Ph.D). 
—When the editorial note says that this 
series, “The, Bible for Home and School,” 
is intended to place the results of the 
best modern Biblical scholarship at the 
disposal of the general reader, it means 
modern Higher Criticism, and the pres- 
ent volume, like the earlier ones in the 
series, is written on strictly critical lines. 
Thus it is remarked that the compilers 
were “not critically discriminating in the 
use of their material” (p. 1), and the 
writer is said to betray a strong animus 
against Eli (p. 3). It is also asserted 
that the book has been edited by more 
than one hand, and has existed once in 
more than one edition (p. 4). But no 
proof is given of these statements, for 
the good reason that it does not exist. 
When it is said that the book is not his- 
torical but religious (p. 11), it clearly 
means that religion can be upheld by 
inaccuracy. This is decidedly curious in 
a book purporting to form part of the 
truth of God. And so notwithstanding 
the ability from its own point of view 
which this book shows it is quite unre- 
liable for those who still believe in the 
historical accuracy and divine trust- 
worthiness of Scripture (Macmillan, 
New York, $1.40). 


Special Feature Edition of the Gospel 
of St. John.—The Gospel according to 
John, so indispensable to the personal 
worker and soul-winner, has been issued 
in many editions, but those who use it 
as a potent tract. will welcome this in- 
expensive, concise pocket edition which 
includes such features as Identification 
and Acceptance Blanks, Calendars for 
two years, a choice selection from each 
book in the Bible, several Psalms, well 
known hymns, Simple Plan of: Salva- 
tion (Free Tract Society, 746 Crocker 
Street, Los Angeles, Cal. paper covers, 
2 cts. each; cloth, 4 cts.; postage extra, 
Y, cent each Gospel). 


ue 
An Old Message ona New Mission 


By a Layman 


T IS at least singular and, as I trust, 

providential, that, notwithstanding I 
have been circulating tithing literature 
for more than forty years, and am al- 
ways on the lookout for articles on that 
subject, until March of the current 
year I had never seen the pamphlet, 
“Does a Tenth Belong to the Lord?” 
by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, which was 
first printed in The Sunday School Times 
August 28, 1880, nearly forty years ago. 

I at once asked permission to publish 
it as one of the “Layman” pamphlets, 
the permission was promptly given, and 
the first edition of 50,000 copies has 
just been issued. Published with it is 
an article by A. M. Schoyer, a Pitts- 
burgh layman, entitled “The Divine In- 
come Tax.” 

Believing that present-day readers of 
the Times would be glad to read and cir- 
culate this most excellent pamphlet, I 
hereby offer to send, postage paid, 
enough of it to furnish one copy to 
every family jn any church at 50 cents 
a hundred copies. This is less than 
the cost of printing and postage. Ad- 
dress The Layman Company, 143 North 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 

















424 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














“Faith of : 
Our Fathers’”’ 


be Invest in Annuity Bonds 

i and your money will send 
the Scriptures all over the 
World. As high as 8% 
interest for you! Write 
for booklet L, American 
Bible Society, Astor Place, 
New York. 


























Grace aid Power 


By W.H. Grieritx Tuomas, D.D. 


Possibilities of the Christian Life 
How may we realize them ? 


Protection and help — that we 
may hold fast to our ideals. 
An inspiring book for devotional 
reading. 
$1.25, postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday Schodl Times Co. 


1031 Walnut St. Philadelphia. 
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Scientific Homiletics 


Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the scheols. Exegesis, sermon construc- 
creative writing made pean thorough 
andeasy. All need it regardless o greys 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. ‘The problem ot 
home training for the ministry solved. Given 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for preacher and teacher inte the home. For fu!l in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S..Anderson, Selma, Ala. 


ous training. 
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. . +] . 
The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all who love, and teach aud preach the Gospel. 


Monthly, $1.50 per year; three months’ trial sub- 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
150 Institute Place, 


UNUSUALLY ATTRACTIVE, 
INSPIRING, CHRISTIAN 


service and good wages for it, all or part time. 
The American Christian Daily is going over 
strong, but we need your help and we want to 
pay you well, — cash money for every subscriber 
Write for district agency to-day. 


THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN DAILY CO. 
910 Garrick Building. 


- Chicago, Ill. 
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| BOD’S WAY OF SALVATION 


This is the Title of one of the 


| CGCOSPEL TRACTS 


Published by THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
6226 Webster St., Philadelphia, U.S. A. 
Send $0c for package containing over 50 different kinds 
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New Catalogue 
BOOKS and CHARTS 


Christian Workers 


Arran 
with 


ed for convenient reference 
nll subject classifications and 
descriptive lists. 


A copy will be sent you promptly on postal cara 
request. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 
1031 Walnut Street, 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheel Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 


free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
dance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


Three Requests 


Res Numser OnNE—for Prayer. 
God’s Word says, “Pray one for an- 
other.” We who use this column are 
a family, bowing, daily before God, re- 
membering one another as well as re- 
membering others, sharing “our mutual 
woes” and bearing “our mutual burdens.” 
Thousands of requests for prayer are 
received every year by The Sunday 
School Times and The Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League, which are gladly 
borne up to God, Some who read these 
lines might be glad to have us join 
them for some specific object, claiming 
Matthew pty John 14:14; 1 John 
5:14, 15; and ike promises. If so, the 
request may be sent to the Family Wor- 
ship Department, in care of The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. All such communications will 
be treated as confidential. (“Request 
Number Two” will be indicated. next 
week.) 


_ 


August 9 to 15 
Mon.—2 Samuel 11: 6-17. David and Uriah. 


Sin harbored begets sin. It is pro- 
lific. It breeds rapidly. In David’s case 
it began with lust, then covetousness, 
then more lust and adultery, then plopt- 
ting and murder to cover it all. The 
harboring of sin, much or little, is wag- 
ically fatal, No man can “get by.” 

Praver SuGcEstions: Pray that there 
may be a right understanding anda right 
teaching of God’s Word concerning sin, 
its utter heinousness in  God’s sight 
whether in unregenerate or regenerate. 
Pray for the Victorious Life Conference 
at Cedar Lake, Ind., August 14 to 20 
and 21 to 29. 


Tues.—2 Samuel 11: 18-27. Joab’s Message. 


Joab seems to have been David's will- 
ing tool— with no subsequent recorded 
repentance, as in David’s case. The only 
way to stop the breeding of sin is by 
genuine repentance. The unrepentant 
Joab went on committing more murders 
and died a murderer (1 Kings 2: 28-33). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that there 
may be a right understanding and a right 
teaching of God’s Word concerning re- 
pentance; concerning also every funda- 
mental doctrine of Christian experience 
and “growth in grace.” Continue pray- 
ing Phd the network of Fundamentals 
Conferences covering America. 


Wed.—2 Samuel 12: 1-14. Nathan’s Parable. 


Art thou the man? Repentance alone 
can turn away God’s wrath. As we saw 
on Monday, the devil’s method of cover- 
ing sin is to commit more sin. God's 
method is to uncover sin through con- 
fession, and then to cover it forever 
wy the blood. (See v. 13; Psalm 32: 
I-7. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Spirit’s “best gifts,” but desire supremel: 
the “more excellent way,” for yourself, 
your home, your church, and the Body 
of Christ at large. Pray that “every 
root of bitterness” be dealt with and put 
away. Pray for the “fruit of the Spirit.” 
Thurs.—2 Samuel 12 : 15-23. 

David’s Sorrow for Sin. 


God forgives readily, but he does not 
always wipe out immediately the conse- 
quences of sin. He may or may not do so, 
according to individual necessity. Every 
wise parent is impartial, but does not 
deal with any two children in exactly 
the same way. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
“even as” spirit of love and forgiveness 





(Eph..1: 30-32). Pray for your pastor, 
official board, Secdapotheet, officers and 
teachers, young people’s and children’s 
Soeicties, and for each department and 
organization of your church. 


Fri.—2 Samuel 13 ;: 23-36. Absalom and Amnon. 


Many a parent wonders why his or 
her children “go wrong.” Is there not 
a seed-sowing through heredity as well 
as through environment? To-day’s deed 
in yourself may become the seed for to- 
morrow’s deed in another. Amnon was 
the son of an adulterer, and Absalom of 
a murderer. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that you 
may be Gon’s kind of a seed-sower, sow- 
ing Gon’s kind of seed. Pray for your 
own and your neighbor's children. Read 
Matthew 18:2-6; 19:13, 14, and Luke 9: 
46-48, and pray for all children every- 
where. 


Sat.—2 Samuel 15: 1-12. Absalom’s Rebellion. 


The murderer has now become a plot- 
ter, filled with ungodly ambition; a 
feigner, a thief, a liar, a rebel; physi- 
cally beautiful (14:25), morally hideous. 
Three downward steps: (1) Harbored 
greed; (2) ungodly creed; (3) illegal 
deed. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that sin 
and crigne in every high place may be re- 
buked. Pray for our country, and for 
every man who occupies or aspires to a 
position of responsibility. Pray that the 
spirit of wisdom and moderation be given 
to every candidate and to every voter. 


Sun.—2 Samuel 18 : 24-33. Absalom’s Death. 
Who, referring to Absalom, would say, 
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Mailed to your address on receipt of so cents. 
Two bottles to separate addresses for $1.00. 


THE ANTEX SPECIALTY CO. 
Box 166, Irvington Station, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Coin mailer and full information on request. 
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Free Beok of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
@ (Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


=> 

















“Let my last end be like his’? Who! 
would deliberately choose the death of | 
am unrighteous man? And yet any man 
young or old who deliberately chooses | 
an unrighteous life is deliberately choos-| 
ing an unrighteous death. Deliberate 
choices determine destiny. 


~ 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for a fresh| RY 


enduement of power to-day upon every 
paston, missionary evangelist,and Chris- 


world revival and world evangelization. 
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Advertise Religion on Bill Boards. 








** The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit.”’ It 
cuts and pierces the heart when placed on bill 
boards owe as when spoken from the pulpit. 
Count the people who pass your church. An artis- 
tic poster, with Scripture text, will plant a seed 
thought in the mind of each one. Regulation size 
(20! x 9’), price $6.00 each, different text each 
month. Get bill posters’ price for erecting bill boards. 
Bill board advertising is mest effectiv.. ‘I'ry it for 
a year. It pays. 

Write for miniatures showing exact reproductions 
of posters. 


JAMES B. SPILLMAN, Religious Advertising Agency, 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


Certainly THE LORD Answers Prayer 


Free leaflet quoting HIS Promises. 
Address Bex 1030, CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 


FOR SALE 


Address Wm, Franklin, Old Orchard, Me. 


Finished House of 8 Rooms and Bath. 


Electric lights, hardwood floors, lawn, garden, 
fruits, shrubs, flowers, Norway spruce hedge, 
view of the ocean ; quiet neighborhood. 
































FARMER WANTED 
One thoroughly experienced, Christian, to manage 
hundred acre estate near New York. Place well stocked 
and equipped. Unusual see | for dairy and mar- 
ket garden. Comfortable house with-modern improve- 
ments furnished. Salary and share in profits offered. 
Address /. A. &.,in care of The Sunday School Times. 


Scofield’s Latest Word on Prophecy 


WhatDo the Prophets Say? 


The result of a life-time study of the Bible 


With Scripture Reference Verses printed 
in full at the foot of the pages, and with 
copious topical and Scripture indexes. 


$1.00, postpaid 


Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times ComMpPaNy 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Personal : Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense 














The new Sunday School Times book 
catalegue is designed to help you. A 








tian worker throughout the world who | 
is “sent of God.” Continue praying for | 
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Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 72,Par*fiece- 
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Subscription Rates 


‘(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
| able in advance, for either old or new 
| subscribers, in the United States and 
| Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
| Shanghai, China. These rates include 
| postage. 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year, 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 


In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and so cents ad- 

ditional for postage. 
\ For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly ot half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday Schook Times Co., Publishers, 








free copy sent on request. 


1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 












































